	Rank of Chief Petty Officer
	Nautical/Maritime Terms
	Nautical/Maritime Definition
	Maritime Academy Terminology

	1. 
	Chief Petty Officer
	A/B or ABLE BODIED SEAMAN 
	A member of the deck crew who is able to perform all the duties of an experienced seamen; certificated by examination and has three years sea service. Also called Able Seamen and A.B.
	Cadet (Student) Able Bodied Seaman (Experienced) 

	2. 
	Chief Petty Officer
	ABAFT
	Toward the rear (stern) of the boat. Behind
	At The Rear Of The School Bldg

	3. 
	Chief Petty Officer
	ADRIFT 
	Loose, not on moorings or towline.  Not moored, at the will of the wind and tide.  From the middle English drifte (to float). Sailors used the word to describe anything missing or come undone.  From this word came drifter, a person without purpose or aim in life.
	Cadet (Student) Out Of Class Walking The Hallways Aimlessly, Or Aimless Behaviors

	4. 
	Chief Petty Officer
	AFT
	Near or toward the stern of the vessel
	Rear Of School Building 

	5. 
	Chief Petty Officer
	AGROUND 
	Touching or fast to the bottom.
	In Violation Of Discipline Code Cadet In Trouble

	6. 
	Chief Petty Officer
	ARBITRATION 
	Method of settling disputes usually applied to a charter party.
	Grievance / Arbitration Proceedings

	7. 
	Chief Petty Officer
	ARTICLES OF AGREEMENT 
	The document containing all particulars relating to the terms of agreement between the Master of the vessel and the crew. Also known as ship’s or shipping articles.
	Emplloyee, Student And Parent Contracts And Handbook Policies And Procedures 

	8. 
	Chief Petty Officer
	ASTERN 
	Behind, or a backward direction in the line of a vessel’s fore and aft line. When a vessel moves backwards it is said to move astern; opposite to ahead.
	Behind, Backwards



	9. 
	Chief Petty Officer
	AVAST 
	Halt!  Contraction of two French words, ‘Haud Vast’, meaning to ‘hold fast’.  In other words, hang on and stop what you’re doing.
	Stop

Stop And Wait

	10. 
	Chief Petty Officer
	BATTEN DOWN 
	Make fast, secure, or shut. Secure hatches and loose objects both within the hull and on deck. Originally, deck hatches did not have hinged, attached covers. Hatch covers were separate pieces which were laid over the hatch opening, then made fast with battens (pieces of timber).
	Secure, Shut

	11. 
	Chief Petty Officer
	BIG CHICKEN DINNER 
	A bad conduct discharge. In many ways, equivalent to a felony conviction.  
	Expulsion Determination


	12. 
	Chief Petty Officer
	BINNACLE LIST 
	A ship’s sick-list. A binnacle was the stand on which the ship’s compass was mounted. In the eighteenth century and probably before, a list was given to the officer or mate of the watch, containing the names of men unable to report for duty. The list was kept at the binnacle. Many novice Sailors, confusing the words “binnacle” and “barnacle-,” have wondered what their illnesses had to do with crusty growths found on the hull of a ship. Their confusion is understandable.  Binnacle is defined as the stand or housing for the ship’s compass located on the bridge. The term binnacle list, in lieu of sick list, originated years ago when, in the eighteenth century (and probably before), ships’ corpsmen used to place a list of the sick on the binnacle each morning to inform the Captain about the crew’s health. After long practice, it came to be called the Binnacle List.
	Absentee Rport

	13. 
	Chief Petty Officer
	BLACK BOOK
	From the 1300’s - a collection of maritime laws and conduct that became known as the Black Book of the Admiralty. The punishments for offenses was harsh, to say the least.—drowning, starvation, and marooning were punishments for serious offenses such as repeatedly sleeping on watch. As used today, if you're listed in someone's black book, you have offended them in some way. 
	Log Book Of Offenders—those who have violated the code of conduct, Including Specific Infractions And Related Consequences As Defined In The School Policies- Procedures, Parent, And Student Handbooks (Maintained In A Database)

	14. 
	Chief Petty Officer
	BOOBY HATCH
	BOOBY HATCH - A booby hatch is a small, covered compartment under the deck, toward the bow. Sailors were punished (perhaps by the Black Book) by confinement in the booby hatch. 
	In School Suspension/Detention Area

	15. 
	Chief Petty Officer
	BOOT CAMP 
	Training Camp.  During the Spanish-American War, Sailors wore leggings called boots, which came to mean a Navy (or Marine) recruit. These recruits trained in “boot” camps.
	Seaman Recruit Boot Camp (Maritime Formation Classes) Officer Boot Camp (New Faculty Institutes) 

	16. 
	Chief Petty Officer
	BOW 
	The forward part of a boat.
	Front Of School Building

	17. 
	Chief Petty Officer
	BRIG 
	A prison, detention area while at sea.  1) Lord Nelson used a brig (type of ship) for removing prisoners from his ships, hence prisons at sea became known as brigs.  2) One of the smaller but more versatile warships of the sailing era was the two-masted ‘brigantine’ (French word for ‘Bandit’), or ‘brig’ as it was abbreviated by the Royal Navy.  Small, fast, and well-armed for its size, it served as a scout for the bigger ships, patrol vessel, convoy escort, and errand boy for the fleet.  In the last case, it would often be used to run mail, fresh provisions, spare parts, and personnel back and forth to England. Admiral Nelson found them very handy to transport prisoners of war.  So many were his victories and so great was his success that for a period of time nearly every brig arriving in England had prisoners aboard, and so many were modified as sea-going jails for this express purpose. With every ship having at least one or two troublesome crewmen as well as an occasional prisoner of war, it was customary to put him in the ships own “brig” for a spell.
	Detention Classroom for Cadets who violate the Code of Conduct. No cadet will be released from the brig until all work is complete, behavior is exemplary for at least 24 hours and behavior is not repetitive.  Repetitive behaviors double brig time each time there is a code violation. 


	18. 
	Chief Petty Officer
	BULKHEAD 
	A name given to any vertical partition which separates different compartments or spaces from one another.
	Interior Walls Of The School

	19. 
	Chief Petty Officer
	BUMBOAT 
	A boat selling supplies or provisions to ships. Derived from the Dutch boomboat, a broad-beamed fishing boat. Or, possibly from bumbay, an old Suffolk word meaning quagmire. This word appeared in England in 1695 referring to scavenging boat regulations. These boats were employed to remove ‘filth’ from ships and also to carry fruits and vegetables for sale on board. (I didn’t make that up!)
	School Vendors 

	20. 
	Chief Petty Officer
	BY AND LARGE 
	1) Colloquial term meaning ‘For the most part.’ Origin of the term seems to be that a ship was considered particularly seaworthy if it could sail both ‘by’ (close to the wind) and ‘large’ (broad to or before the wind). 2) A term derived from two sailing terms combined:  “By the wind” (Close-hauled), and “Sailing Large” (Running Free).  The term, ‘at large’ , also comes from this usage.
	For The Most Part

	21. 
	Chief Petty Officer
	BY GUESS AND BY GOD 
	An early form of navigation, relying upon experience, intuition and faith. Has come to mean inspired guesswork.
	Inspired Guesswork

	22. 
	Chief Petty Officer
	BY THE BOARDS 
	Beyond the wooden boards that make up the deck and ship’s planking. To throw over the side, or to pass by the side, of a vessel. To come aboard, on the other hand, means to come ‘on the boards (deck)’ of the vessel. (Still used today, though the wood is in short supply on most new boats.) By the boards has come to express a lost opportunity or to let something pass.
	Lost Opportunity

	23. 
	Chief Petty Officer
	CABIN 
	A compartment for passengers or crew.  
	Classrooms, Class Areas, And Class Meeting Space

	24. 
	Chief Petty Officer
	CAPTAIN 
	Captain is both a nautical term and a military rank. The word came to English via French from the Latin capitaneus ("chief") which is itself derived from the Latin word for "head" (caput). The term has different meanings both at sea and in the military. Confusion between the three types of captain (nautical, naval and army) often exists in literature, drama and real life. The customs indicated are necessary to avoid confusion at sea when the question of "Who is in charge of the ship?" may be a matter of life and death. Latin in origin.  “Caput” meaning “head” or “leader”.  The commanding officer of a military unit.  As a courtesy, a Lieutenant commanding a patrol boat is addressed as “Captain”.
	Superintendent is the Captain, the Highest Ranking Officer in the Academy:  

	25. 
	Chief Petty Officer
	CAPTAIN PROTOCOL 
	Doing things well in a consistent and proper fashion is a way of showing pride in oneself and one’s organization.  showing respect to your fellow seamen and having respect for nautical traditions and protocols allows a ship to run smoothly.  
	Captain’s Orders: School Policies & Procedures and Code of Conduct

	26. 
	Chief Petty Officer
	CAPTAIN’S MAST
	A disciplinary hearing during which the commanding officer of a naval unit studies and disposes of cases against the enlisted personnel in the unit.
	Appeal Hearing Before the Captain and/or School Board


	27. 
	Chief Petty Officer
	CARRY ON
	The order to resume work.  In the days of sail, the Officer of the Deck kept a weather eye constantly on the slightest change in wind, so sails could be reefed or added as necessary to ensure the fastest headway. Whenever a good breeze came along, the order to “carry on” would be given. It meant to hoist every bit of canvas the yards could carry. Pity the poor Sailor whose weather eye failed him and the ship was caught partially reefed when a good breeze arrived. Through the centuries the term’s connotation has changed somewhat. Today, the term means to continue with your work.
	Resume Your Work  Continue What You Are Doing

	28. 
	Chief Petty Officer
	CASTAWAY 
	A shipwrecked sailor. Not, as often used, a sailor marooned or put ashore as punishment. To cast away was to commit a deliberate act to cause a ship to sink, to be lost or to make it necessary to abandon her. Cast Off
	Cadet Sent To Detention

	29. 
	Chief Petty Officer
	CHANDLER 
	A person who deals in the selling of provisions, dried stores, etc.
	School Sales Reps 

	30. 
	Chief Petty Officer
	CHANNEL FEVER 
	Anxious to get home, or reach port.
	Anxious To Leave School for Home

	31. 
	Chief Petty Officer
	CHARGE BOOKS 
	1) The use of the charge book dates back to World War II.  Due to losses incurred in combat, Commanding Officers were authorized to advance deserving, and qualified personnel to Chief Petty Officer.  Prior to moving into the Chief Petty Officer quarters, Commanding Officers directed the selectee to go to each chief aboard and obtain a list of their duties and responsibilities, and get their signatures.  This way, the prospective chief was knowledgeable about the members of the mess, and where to go for assistance to solve problems.  With each chief's duties and responsibilities entered into the charge book along with the chief's signature, it was then presented to the Commanding Officer.  When the Commanding Officer was satisfied that his selectee was knowledgeable about the mess, he would advance him at quarters in front of ship's company.  2) During World War II, Commanding Officers were authorized to advance and promote deserving and qualified sailors to the highest enlisted rank of Chief Petty Officer. The determination of “deserving and qualified” could be difficult for the CO. The situation also presented challenges to the Sailor who aspired to attain a Chief rating. From these dilemmas sprang the original charge books. Chiefs began to direct PO1’s to prepare themselves to assume the additional responsibilities. Ship’s professional libraries were nonexistent or poorly stocked and much had to be learned directly from conversations with the Chiefs themselves and taken down to be studied later. In addition to the technical aspects of the various ratings, CPO’s also talked to the PO1’s about leadership, accountability, supporting the chain of command, and other subject matter often using personal experiences to illustrate how something should (or should not) be done. The collection of notes and study material eventually came to be called a “Charge Book” perhaps because those who kept them were their “Charges” (entrusted to their care) for professional development or perhaps because the entries included “Charges” (authoritative instructions or tasking of a directive nature).
	Non-Commissioned And Commissioned Officers Record  Books Of Students’ Recommendations And Merit Forms For Promotion In Rank 


	32. 
	Chief Petty Officer
	CHART
	A map for use by navigators.  Chart is from the Latin word ‘charta’, or the Greek, ‘charte’, which was a kind of papyrus.  In middle English, the chart or maps were known as ‘sea cards’.
	Lesson Plan And Weekly Schedule Of Events 

	33. 
	Chief Petty Officer
	CHEVRONS 
	Chevron is a French word meaning rafter or roof, which is what a chevron looks like; two straight lines meeting at an angle just as rafters do in a roof. Chevrons were easily recognized symbols that indicated length of service with points up and rank with the points down.  Chevrons of gold lace denoted officers’ rank insignia.  Petty Officers and Seamen First Class wear three stripes, Seamen Second Class two stripes and Seamen Third Class one stripe or three diagonal stripes or “hashmarks” on their upper arms
	Stripes And Ribbons Indicating Rank And/Or Years In The Program

	34. 
	Chief Petty Officer
	CHEWING THE FAT
	“God made the vittles, but the devil made the cook,” was a popular saying used by seafaring men in the last century when salted beef was staple diet aboard ship. This tough cured beef, suitable only for long voyages when nothing else was as cheap or would keep as well, required prolonged chewing to make it edible. Men often chewed one chunk for hours, just as if it were chewing gum and referred to this practice as “chewing the fat.”.  Literally, eating the seaman’s daily ration of tough, salt-cured pork or beef. Long before refrigeration, cured meats were tough but durable and it took a lot of chewing to make them edible. Has come to mean a friendly conversation (or talking too much, depending who’s talking
	Friendly Conversation    Talking Too Much 

	35. 
	Chief Petty Officer
	CHIEF ENGINEER 
	The senior engineer officer responsible for the satisfactory working and upkeep of the main and auxiliary machinery and boiler plant on board ship.
	Buidling/Maintenance Engineer

	36. 
	Chief Petty Officer
	CHIEF PETTY OFFICER 
	highest enlisted rank
	Non-Commissioned Officers

	37. 
	Chief Petty Officer
	CHIEF PETTY OFFICER QUARTERS
	Also called Goat Lockerrs - the gathering quarters for Chief Petty Officers
	Non-Commissioned Officers Meeting Room

	38. 
	Chief Petty Officer
	CLEAN BILL OF HEALTH
	This widely used term has its origins in the document issued to a ship showing that the port it sailed from suffered from no epidemic or infection at the time of departure.  A certificate signed by a port authority attesting that no contagious disease existed in the port of departure and none of crew were infected with a disease at the time of sailing. Shore-side, it means in good shape.
	Doctor’s “Return To School” Signed Form


	39. 
	Chief Petty Officer
	CLOSE QUARTERS 
	A small wooden fortress or barricade erected on the deck of a merchant ship when attacks by privateers were expected. Small openings, called loopholes, allowed the sailors to fire small weapons to protect the ship (and themselves, one would assume). Land-side, close quarters has come to mean in close contact or a small area. Loophole, from the French louvre (window), has come to mean a gap in the law. Close Quarters Sometimes also referred to as ‘closed quarters’ as well.  The quarters aboard ship, especially those for officers and passengers, had wooden partitions or bulkheads dividing them.  Also, many ships had pre-assembled partitions which could further sub-divide the interior, according to the cargo or passenger requirements.  In case of enemy action, these could be quickly assembled, pierced by loopholes, and then be used by firearms, pikes and cutlasses to fight through.  The defenders would thus be well-protected and dangerous opponents to anyone who went below decks.  It was a very effective means of fighting off boarders
	Close Contact Or Small Area

	40. 
	Chief Petty Officer
	COCKPIT 
	An opening in the deck from which the boat is handled.
	Commodore’s Office


	Rank of  Ensign

	Nautical/Maritime Terms
	Nautical/Maritime Definition
	Maritime Academy Terminology

	1. 
	Ensign
	COMING ABOARD AND RENDERING HONORS 
	The naval tradition of coming aboard ship where the ensign (U.S. Flag) is saluted at the top of the gangway and then the officer of the day is saluted with a request for permission to come aboard.  Unlike when passing as a group through the honor guard, all salute (if covered and in uniform) the ensign because ranks are temporarily broken to “cross the gangway.”  The unit reforms on the Bridge (or Quarterdeck) to be introduced by the senior officer.  The individual does not salute until s/he is called from ranks to be recognized.  If not in uniform, a person may salute the ensign with hand over heart or by pausing, facing the ensign, and coming to attention.  The group salute is the formal rendering of honors from a group in formation.  
	Entering The Building At The Beginning Of Each Day, Saluting The Flag And The Officer Of The Day   

	2. 
	Ensign
	COMMANDER
	person who commands, especially a commanding officer.   A commissioned rank in the U.S. Navy or Coast Guard that is above lieutenant commander and below captain.   The chief commissioned officer of a military unit regardless of his or her rank. 
	Commander is the rank given to the Principal



	3. 
	Ensign
	COMPLEMENT 
	The number of officers and crew employed upon a vessel for its safe navigation and operation.
	Total School Population Including Staff And Students

	4. 
	Ensign
	COURSE 
	The direction in which a boat is steered.
	Course Of Study; Curriculum Design

	5. 
	Ensign
	CREW 
	The personnel engaged on board ship, excluding the master and officers and the passengers on passenger ships.
	Cadets Of All Ranks(Students) 

	6. 
	Ensign
	CREW LIST  
	List prepared by the master of a ship showing the full names, nationality, passport or discharge book number, rank and age of every officer and crew member engaged on board that ship and is one of the essential ship’s documents presented to the customs and immigration authorities on arrival at a new port.
	Staff And Student Record Files Including Enrollment, Medical, Discipline, Assessment, Portfolio, And Rank And Discipline Records

	7. 
	Ensign
	CUDDY 
	A small shelter cabin in a boat.
	Private Staff /Faculty Offices

	8. 
	Ensign
	DEAD AHEAD 
	Directly ahead.
	Directly Ahead

	9. 
	Ensign
	DEAD ASTERN 
	Directly aft.
	Directly Behind


	10. 
	Ensign
	DECK LOG 
	Also called Captain’s Log. A full nautical record of a ship’s voyage, written up at the end of each watch by the deck officer on watch. The principal entries are: courses steered; distance run; compass variations, sea and weather conditions; ship’s position, principal headlands passed; names of lookouts, and any unusual position, principal headlands passed; names of lookouts, and any unusual happenings such as fire, collision, and the like.
	Deck Log = Daily Activity Records students, the faculty, administrators, and the school.  Student Deck Log (SDL):  Student Record Book and ID. 

Teacher Deck Log (TDL): Teacher Record Book, Attendance, Inventory, Correspondence, And Any Other Communications

School Log:  School records such as staff and student files, attendance, Inventory, correspondence, and any other communications

Captains Log: Annual School Report Card

	11. 
	Ensign
	DECK OFFICER.
	As distinguished from engineer officer, refers to all officers who assist the master in navigating the vessel when at sea, and supervise the handling of cargo when in port
	Administrative Staff , Teachers, And Assistant Teachers 

	12. 
	Ensign
	DECKHAND 
	Seaman who works on the deck of a ship and remains in the wheelhouse attending to the orders of the duty officers during navigation and maneuvering.
	Cadets Of All Ranks Who Assist Commissioned Officers (Students Who Assist Staff)

	13. 
	Ensign
	DEEP SIX
	A fathom, the unit of measurement in most maritime countries for the depth of the sea, is six feet. Sailors used the term to refer to throwing something overboard and it has come to mean getting rid of something.   1) Originally, the call of the leadsman signifying that the water is more than 6 fathoms deep, but less than seven.  2) Euphemism for throwing something overboard. Also seen as ‘splash’, ‘float check’, ‘float test’.  3) To deliberately throw something overboard in deep water to be lost for good.  It comes from the fact that deep water is measured in “fathoms”, or measurements of six feet.  The depth of the average grave is also six feet
	Discarding Paper, Materials, And/Or Broken Equipment  


	14. 
	Ensign
	DEVIL TO PAY  
	Originally, this expression described one of the unpleasant tasks aboard a wooden ship. The devil was the ship’s longest seam in the hull. Caulking was done with pay or pitch (a kind of tar). The task of ‘paying the devil’ (caulking the longest seam) by squatting in the bilges was one of the worst and most difficult jobs onboard. The term has come to mean a difficult, seemingly impossible task. ‘The devil to pay and no hot pitch’. Landlubbers, having no seafaring knowledge, assumed it referred to satan and gave the term a moral interpretation.   1) Today the expression “devil to pay” is used primarily to describe having an unpleasant result from some action that has been taken, as in someone has done something they shouldn’t have and, as a result, “there will be the devil to pay.” Originally, this expression described one of the unpleasant tasks aboard a wooden ship.   The“devil” was the wooden ship’s longest seam in the hull. Caulking was done with “pay” or pitch (a kind of tar). The task of “paying the devil” (caulking the longest seam) by squatting in the bilges was despised by every seaman.  2) Originally, the saying was “The devil to pay and no pitch hot.” In the old wooden-hulled ships, ‘devil’ seams joined the external hull timbers with the deck planking; there are also references to a devil seam back aft, where the hull timbers join at the rudder post. Seams were caulked, or sealed, by jamming oakum fiber into the gaps, then smearing the seam with melted pitch or tar. If one of these seams worked open in rough weather, a great deal of water could be shipped before it was repaired. This term is probably the origin of the term ‘hell to pay.’
	Unpleasant Consequences Of An Action

	15. 
	Ensign
	DIP THE ENSIGN
	A Merchant vessel used to be required to heave and clew up all her canvass when approached by a warship on the high seas, so as to indicate her willingness to be searched. Delays resulted, and eventually, dipping the flag was authorized as a time-saving substitute.  Today U. S. Naval ships return the salutes dip for dip, except those rendered by ships under flags not recognized by the U. S. 
	Cadets (Students) Agreeing To Be Searched (Drug Testing)

	16. 
	Ensign
	DITTY BAG, DITTY BOG, DITTY BOX 
	originally called ditto bag because it contained at least two of everything - two needles, two spools of thread, two buttons, etc. With the passing of years, the ‘ditto’ was dropped in favor of ditty and remains so today. Before WW I, the Navy issued ditty boxes made of wood and styled after foot lockers. These carried the personal gear and some clothes of the sailor. Today the ditty bag is still issued to recruits and contains a sewing kit, toiletry articles and personal items such as writing paper and pens.
	Book Bags, Backpacks, Totes, And Brief Cases 

	17. 
	Ensign
	DOCK 
	A protected water area in which vessels are moored. The term is often used to denote a pier or a wharf.
	The School Campus (Surrounding Property Including Parking Areas)

	18. 
	Ensign
	DOLDRUMS OR IN THE DOLDRUMS 
	Between the trade winds of the northern and southern hemisphere lies an area of calm winds, close to the equator, called the doldrums. Since sailing vessels relied upon the wind, a trip through the doldrums was often long, hot and boring.
	Feeling Hot, Bored, Or Tired 


	19. 
	Ensign
	DOWN A PEG OR TWO  
	During the days of sail, flags had their heights regulated by a series of pegs at the base of the mast where their hoisting ropes were secured.  An admiral had the right to fly his own personal flag, which was placed at the highest point of the mast to signify his rank and prestige to all within view.  However, if an admiral of higher rank appeared on the scene, then his flag had to be taken down by a peg or two, according to his lower seniority.  It became a very popular means to describe how someone’s pride or ego could be dealt with.
	Referencing Action To Be Taken To Dispel A Student’s Disrespectful, Or Inappropriate Behaviors 

	20. 
	Ensign
	DOWN THE HATCH 
	A drinking expression that seems to have its origins in sea freight, where cargoes are lowered into the hatch. First used by seamen, it has only been traced back to the turn of the century. A toast that seems to have its origins in sea freight, where cargoes are lowered into the hatch. First used by seamen, it is thought to date from the 1930s and has been attributed to author P.G. Wodehouse
	Taking A Drink

	21. 
	Ensign
	DOWN THE SCUPPERS 
	A ‘scupper’ was an opening cut through the waterway and bulwarks of a ship so that water falling on deck could wash through and overboard. Careless sailors who dropped their pipes, coins, or other small but valuable objects were very apt to lose them for good right before their eyes.  This saying soon became applied to no hopeful chance or an opportunity lost.
	No Hopeful Chance Or A Lost Opportunity

	22. 
	Ensign
	DRESS SHIP
	When a ship is dressed, the national ensign is flown from the flagstaff and usually from each masthead. When a ship is full-dressed, in addition to the ensigns, a “rainbow” of signal flags is displayed from bow to stern over the mastheads, or as nearly so as the construction of the ships permits. Ships not under way are dressed from 0800 to sunset; ships under way do not dress until they come to anchor during that period. Commissioned ships are “full-dressed” on Washington’s Birthday and Independence Day and “dressed” on other national holidays. USS CONSTITUTION fires a salvo during ceremonies in Boston Harbor. “Old Ironsides” is the oldest ship in commissioned service.
	Raise The Us Flag And On Occasion Raise School And Class Flags

	23. 
	Ensign
	DRY DOCK 
	An enclosed basin into which a ship is taken for underwater cleaning and repairing. It is fitted with watertight entrance gates which when closed permit the dock to be pumped dry. Sometimes has two or more compartments separated by watertight doors. Dry docks are also referred to as Graving Docks.
	The School Campus

	24. 
	Ensign
	DUFFLE  
	A name given to a Sailor’s personal effects. Also spelled duffel, it referred to his principal clothing as well as to the seabag in which he carried and stowed it. The term comes from the Flemish town of Duffel near Antwerp, and denotes a rough woolen cloth made there.
	Students’ Personal Books, Belongings, And Clothing


	25. 
	Ensign
	DUNGAREES
	The modern Sailor’s work clothes. The term is not modern, however, but dates to the 18th century and comes from the Hindi word dungri, for a type of Indian cotton cloth. 1) Webster defines dungaree as “a coarse kind of fabric worn by the poorer class of people and also used for tents and sail.” We find it hard to picture our favorite pair of dungarees flying from the mast of a sailing ship, but in those days Sailors often made both their working clothes and hammocks out of discarded sail cloth.  The cloth used then wasn’t as well woven nor was it dyed blue, but it served the purpose. Dungarees worn by Sailors of the Continental Navy were cut directly from old sails and remained tan in color just as they been when filled with wind. After battles, it was the practice in both the American and British Navies for Captains to report more sail lost in battle than actually was the case so the crew would have cloth to mend their hammocks and make new clothes. Since the cloth was called dungaree, clothes made from the fabric borrowed the name.  2) The modern Sailor’s work clothes. The term is not modern, however, but dates to the 18th century and comes from the Hindi word dungri, for a type of Indian cotton cloth. 3) 1901 regulations authorized the first use of denim jumpers and trousers, and the 1913 regulations originally permitted the dungaree outfit to be used by both officers and enlisted with the hat of the day.  4) The word dungarees (it is usually, though not always, found in the plural) is one of the relatively few mainstream English words to have come from Hindi, one of the major languages of India. The source word in Hindi is dungrí, and refers to a type of coarse cloth. In English, dungaree is usually used to refer specifically to blue denim cloth, and in plural to refer to clothes, especially trousers, made of such material.   Webster defines dungaree as “a coarse kind of fabric worn by the poorer class of people and also used for tents and sail.” We find it hard to picture our favorite pair of dungarees flying from the mast of a sailing ship, but in those days Sailors often made both their working clothes and hammocks out of discarded sail cloth.  The cloth used then wasn’t as well woven nor was it dyed blue, but it served the purpose. Dungarees worn by Sailors of the Continental Navy were cut directly from old sails and remained tan in color just as they been when filled with wind. After battles, it was the practice in both the American and British Navies for Captains to report more sail lost in battle than actually was the case so the crew would have cloth to mend their hammocks and make new clothes. Since the cloth was called dungaree, clothes made from the fabric borrowed the name.
	School Uniform

	26. 
	Ensign
	ENSIGN
	A commissioned rank in the U.S. Navy or Coast Guard that is below lieutenant junior grade.
	Commissioned Student Rank and Staff Rank

	27. 
	Ensign
	ETA 
	Estimated time of arrival
	Estimated Time Of Arrival

	28. 
	Ensign
	ETD 
	Estimated time of departure
	Estimated Time Of Departure


	29. 
	Ensign
	EVEN KEELED OR KEELED OVER
	A vessel that floats upright without list is said to be on an even keel and this term has come to mean calm and steady. A keel is like the backbone of the vessel, the lowest and principal centerline structural member running fore and aft. Keeled over (upside down) was a sailor’s term for death.
	Balanced Or Out Of Balance

	30. 
	Ensign
	FALL FOUL OF, FOUL UP
	Foul is an often used nautical term generally meaning entangled or impeded. An anchor tangled in line or cable is said to be a foul anchor. A foul berth is caused by another vessel anchoring too close wherein the risk of collision exists. A foul bottom offers poor holding for anchors. A screw up!
	Entangled Or Hindered

	31. 
	Ensign
	FATHOM 
	Although a fathom is now a nautical unit of length equal to six feet, it was once defined by an act of Parliament as “the length of a man’s arms around the object of his affections.” The word derives from the Old English Faethm, which means “embracing arms.”FATHOM - A nautical measure equal to six feet, used to measure the depth of water at sea. The word was also used to describe taking the measure or “to fathom” something. Today when one is trying to figure something out, they are trying to fathom it or get to the bottom of it.   Fathom was originally a land measuring term derived from the Anglo-Saxon word “fætm” meaning literally the embracing arms, or to embrace. In those days, most measurements were based on average sizes of parts of the body, such as the hand or foot, or were derived from average length between two points on the body.  A fathom is the average distance from middle-fingertip to middle-fingertip of the outstretched arms of a six-foot tall man. Even today in our nuclear Navy, Sailors can be seen “guess-timating” the length of line by using the Anglo-Saxon fingertip method; crude but still reliable.  1) Although a fathom is now a nautical unit of length equal to six feet, it was once defined by an act of Parliament as “the length of a man’s arms around the object of his affections.” The word derives from the Old English Faethm, which means “embracing arms.”   2) Fathom was originally a land measuring term derived from the Anglo-Saxon word “fætm” meaning literally the embracing arms, or to embrace. In those days, most measurements were based on average sizes of parts of the body, such as the hand or foot, or were derived from average length between two points on the body.  A fathom is the average distance from middle-fingertip to middle-fingertip of the outstretched arms of a six-foot tall man. Even today in our nuclear Navy, Sailors can be seen “guesstimating” the length of line by using the Anglo-Saxon fingertip method; crude but still reliable.  3) Saint Paul relates in the New Testament that soundings were taken after a gale, and the ship was found to be in twenty fathoms of water.  The Greek word orgina, which means to stretch or reach out with the arms.  A sailor stretches out both arms and measures from finger tip to finger tip - an approximate fathom.
	Unit Of Length Equal To Six Feet Or Guestimating A Response


	32. 
	Ensign
	FIREMAN 
	An unlicensed member of the engine room staff whose duties consist in standing watch in the boiler room and insuring the oil burning equipment is working properly.
	Person Responsible For Monthly Fire Drills And For Checking All Fire Safety Equipment And Procedures

	33. 
	Ensign
	FIRST OFFICER OR CHIEF MATE
	The officer who is ranked immediately below the Captain is designated the First Officer, or "Chief Mate" (also Executive Officer or First Lieutenant), and is responsible for implementing the orders of the Captain as well as conferring with the Captain on matters concerning the ship. This "second in command" is typically responsible (along with the senior enlisted petty officer) for maintaining minor discipline on the ship.
	Commander or Principal

	34. 
	Ensign
	FITS THE BILL 
	A Bill of Lading was signed by the ship’s master acknowledging receipt of specified goods and the promise to deliver them to their destination in the same condition. Upon delivery, the goods were checked against the bill to see if all was in order. If so, they fit the bill.
	Accounting For Shipment Items Line By Line

	35. 
	Ensign
	FIVE-BY-FIVE 
	A radio communications expression that means ‘loud and clear’. One of the fives represents the S units of reception strength. The other five is a rating of the signal clarity. Five by five is a good, clear signal. The radio use of this expression goes back to the 1950s:  “’All right, testing, one-two-three-four. . .’ ‘Five by five, Mr. Holloran!’” (Hunter, Blackboard Jungle, 1954).  There’s a more metaphorical meaning that wasn’t recorded until the 1980s: “’I hope everything’s all right.’ ‘Yeah, everything is five by five’” (Eilert, Self & Country, 1983). That also seems to be the meaning used by Ferro, the drop ship captain in the movie Aliens, who says, “We’re in the pipe, five by five” (1986). This use is primarily military.
	A Response That Means “I Hear You”

	36. 
	Ensign
	FIXTURE 
	An agreement
	An Agreement

	37. 
	Ensign
	FLAGS 
	Flags were the only means of communication between ships at sea.  They provide information about the ship, the seaman, and the officers on board.  There are many complications and variations but the main rule to remember is the “right rank” rule.  The ships rank corresponds to the “official” burgee flown at the bow (power only) or masthead (sail or power).  Sailboats may also fly the boat’s “official” burgee on a Starboard hoist.  “Official” in this case means the organization the ship represents.  It is usually your home The flags flown to Starboard represent the offices of all aboard corresponding to your “official” organization flag.  Flags flown to Port are, in general, any other burgees or office flags of the owners or guests aboard the boat. Group offices or burgie flags together.
	The School Flag, Class Flags, And Workstation Flags 
Semifore Flags:  Mounted around the Maritiner’s Hall and in and around the building to label areas.

	38. 
	Ensign
	FLAKE, FLAKE OUT
	In order to keep the anchor chain of a ship in good condition, the chain would be laid out up and down the deck(flaked) in order to locate and- replace any worn or weak links The term is still in use, as the captain will often instruct the crew to flake out the anchor line in preparation for anchoring. The anchor line is looped on deck in such a way that it does not become fouled (tangled) when the anchor is dropped. This term has come to refer to someone who is a weak link.
	A Person who is a Weak Link In The School, either on a study or project team or in school event/team.

	39. 
	Ensign
	FLARE 
	The outward curve of a vessel’s sides near the bow. A distress signal.
	Any Signal For Help 

	40. 
	Ensign
	FLOGGING THE CLOCK 
	Killing time or simply doing tasks in a slow and leisurely fashion.  Originally derived from “Flogging the Glass”, a practice from the early days of sail when time on deck was marked by an hour-glass.  Young midshipmen entrusted with turning the glass over to mark the passing of an hour would tap on the side to make the sand fall through faster
	Killing Time, Working Slowly Or Leisurely


	Rank of Lieutenant 


	Nautical/Maritime Terms
	Nautical/Maritime Definition
	Maritime Academy Terminology

	1. 
	Lieutenant 
	FLOORBOARDS 
	The surface of the cockpit on which the crew stand.
	School Floors

	2. 
	Lieutenant 
	FLY-BY-NIGHT 
	An easily set extra sail used temporarily when running before the wind (wind coming from behind). Has come to mean ‘here today, gone tomorrow’, or a less-than-stellar reputation.
	Here Today, Gone Tomorrow, Moved By A Wind

	3. 
	Lieutenant 
	GADGETS 
	This well known word was originally the nautical name for hooks, and derives from the French “Gache.”
	Learning Equipment, Supplies, Educational Games, Research And Construction Materials, Manipulatives, And Study Aids

	4. 
	Lieutenant 
	GANG 
	Term used to describe a selected work force or team that works as a team in a harbor environment, usually in stevedoring.
	Specific Learning Or Research Teams

	5. 
	Lieutenant 
	GANGWAY 
	The area of a ship’s side where people board and disembark a narrow portable platform used as a passage, by persons entering or leaving a vessel moored alongside a pier or quay.
	Main School Entrance And Exit Stairway And Doors  

	6. 
	Lieutenant 
	GEDUNK 
	Also Geedunk, Gedunk 1) Dessert/junk food/candy, or a place to buy same. Aka ‘pogey bait’.  2) “Extras” or benefits, awards, ribbons, or medals.  3) Easy or “sweet” duty. Can be used as noun or verb.  4) To most sailors the word geedunk means ice cream, candy, potato chips and other assorted snacks, or even the place where they can be purchased. No one, however, knows for certain where the term originated, but there are several plausible theories.   In the 1920’s a comic strip character named Harold Teen and his friends spent a great amount of time at Pop’s candy store. The store’s owner called it The Geedunk for reasons never explained.  The Chinese word meaning a place of idleness sounds something like gee dung. Geedunk is the sound made by a vending machine when it dispenses a soft drink in a cup.  It may be derived from the German word tunk meaning to dip or sop either in gravy or coffee. Dunking was a common practice in days when bread, not always obtained fresh, needed a bit of tunking to soften it. The ge is a German unaccented prefix denoting repetition. In time it may have changed from getunk to geedunk.  5)  World War II in origin.  It was the slang nick-name given by sailors for the pre-mixed concentrate (Often labeled as ‘General Dairy’ products on the containers) that was loaded aboard American warships to be made into ice cream while at sea.  Some scholars argue it was originally intended to be a substitute for the rum ration privilege given to British sailors, while others point out that ice cream was a popular American treat anyway, and could be easily made aboard ship.  In either case, American warships since WW II have had sea-going ice cream soda shops or fountains, where this commodity could be regularly sold to members of the crew for a small sum.  Gradually, other snack foods such as candy bars, chips, cookies, etc. were added to the stocks.  The term is now generally applied to all “junk” food that is not on the ship’s regular menu.  Whatever theory we use to explain geedunk’s origin, it doesn’t alter the fact that Navy people are glad it all got started.  
	Snack Bar And Book Store


	7. 
	Lieutenant 
	GIG LINE
	On a sailor’s uniform, a line formed by the buttoned shirt, a crease on the belt buckle, and the trousers’ fly. If your gig line isn’t straight, you hear about it at personnel inspections.
	Straight Line Of Shirt Buttons And The General Line Of The Uniform 

	8. 
	Lieutenant 
	GOAT LOCKER 
	1) Chiefs’ Quarters and Mess. The term originated during the era of wooden ships, when Chiefs were given charge of the milk goats on board. Nowadays more a term of respect for the age of its denizens.  2) Entertainment on liberty took many forms, mostly depending on the coast and opportunity. One incident which became tradition was at a Navy-Army football game. In early sailing years, livestock would travel on ships, providing the crew the fresh milk, meats, and eggs. as well as serving as ships’ mascots. One pet, a goat named El Cid (meaning Chief) was the mascot aboard the USS New York. When its crew attended the fourth Navy-Army football game in 1893, they took El Cid to the game, which resulted in the West Pointers losing. El Cid (The Chief) was offered shore duty at Annapolis and became the Navy’s mascot. This is believed to be the source of the old Navy term, “Goat Locker”.
	Eating Area Set Aside For Non-Commissioned Officers
Should we have such an area in the School?  If so, where?

	9. 
	Lieutenant 
	GOLDBRICK 
	The main meaning of goldbrick is ‘a person who shirks responsibilities; loafer; malingerer’. It is one of those words that you don’t expect to come from where it really does come from.  Specifically, the original meaning truly was ‘a brick made of base metal that appears to be made of gold’. This object was used in a swindle where the swindler would sell it to someone for less than it would be worth than if it were truly gold, but far more than it is really worth.  Figuratively, goldbrick meant ‘any fraudulent or worthless thing’, the expression to sell a goldbrick meant ‘to swindle or cheat’, and the verb goldbrick also meant ‘to swindle’. So the senses of goldbrick referring to shirking duty or loafing all stem from the senses meaning referring to swindling, it being a short step from ‘swindler’ to ‘shirker’, semantically. The earliest meaning, ‘fraudulent gold-colored brick’, is first found in the early 1880s in America. The shirk-related senses (noun, ‘a shirker’; verb, ‘to shirk’; and goldbricker ‘a shirker’) all are from U.S. Army use in the First World War.
	Shirt Responsibilities

	10. 
	Lieutenant 
	GROUND SWELL. 
	A sudden swell, which is the rise of water, along the shore. It often happens when the weather is fine and the sea behind it appears calm. Said to occur when undulating water from a far away storm reaches the shoreline where friction causes the swell. In common use, the term groundswell means a growing change in public opinion
	Voice Levels Rising To Inappropriate Levels


	11. 
	Lieutenant 
	GUNDECKING 
	In the modern Navy, falsifying reports, records and the like is often referred to as “gundecking.” The origin of the term is somewhat obscure, but at the risk of gundecking, here are two plausible explanations for its modern usage. The deck below the upper deck on British sailing ships-of-war was called the gundeck although it carried no guns. This false deck may have been constructed to deceive enemies as to the amount of armament carried, thus the gundeck was a falsification.  A more plausible explanation may stem from shortcuts taken by early Midshipmen when doing their navigation lessons. Each Mid was supposed to take sun lines at noon and star sights at night and then go below to the gundeck, work out their calculations and show them to the navigator. Certain of these young men, however, had a special formula for getting the correct answers. They would note the noon or last position on the quarter-deck traverse board and determine the approximate current position by dead reckoning plotting. Armed with this information, they proceeded to the gundeck to “gundeck” their navigation homework by simply working backwards from the dead reckoning position.  False claims of completed tasks, cheating, or short-cutting.  In the days of fighting sail, the exclusive domain of the enlisted men was the lower deck where the ship’s heaviest cannons were installed.  This was known as the gun deck, and here the crew, 8 to 10 men per gun, slung their hammocks, set up their mess tables, and hung their personal belongings in “ditty bags”.  At the beginning of a normal working day, the Captain or First Mate would write in the Deck Log Book the maintenance, minor repairs, or cleaning jobs that he wanted done.  Many of the these tasks were assigned to senior enlisted men who were entrusted to find the necessary men and resources to do them.  Skilled but illiterate, they would verbally report to the Officer of the Deck when a particular job was finished. He would then refer to the log book, find the ordered task, and write for example, “Accomplished by gun-deck party, Seaman Jones or Petty Officer Kentworth in charge.”  Over the years, “Accomplished by the gun-deck” was shortened to “gun-deck”, and eventually came to describe any task that was performed without detailed supervision.  Sometimes, however, unscrupulous seamen would do the job hastily or perhaps even not at all, and the Officer would just accept their word.
	Falsifying Work Or A Report;

Cheating; Rushing To Complete Work Carelessly; Or Not Doing Or Completing One’s Assignments

	12. 
	Lieutenant 
	HALF SEAS OVER A SHIP 
	A ship run aground on reef or rock with seas breaking over her. Not much can be done in this situation. The expression has come to mean a person so inebriated as to be incapable of steering a steady course.
	Intoxicated, Overdosed On Drugs, Unable To Steer A Steady Course For One’s Life, For A Team Project, For The Class

	13. 
	Lieutenant 
	HAND OVER FIST 
	A British term for the act of moving quickly up a rope or hoisting a sail, which was a matter of pride and competition among sailors. It is thought that American sailors changed this term to ‘hand over fist’, and the term now means to advance or accumulate rapidly
	Making Rapid Progress, Growth, Or Improvement In Grades Or Sports, Or Advancing Rapidly In Rank   

	14. 
	Lieutenant 
	HARD AGROUND 
	A vessel which has gone aground and is incapable of floating again under her own power.
	A Student Who Is So Far Behind In Work That It Is Impossible To Catch Up


	15. 
	Lieutenant 
	HARD UP 
	Hard is another often used nautical term. To put the helm hard over is to put it as far as it will go in that direction. Hard and fast describes a vessel firmly aground and unable to make progress and has come ashore to mean rigid. ‘Hard up in a clinch and no knife to cut the seizing’, the term from which hard up derives, was a sailor’s way of saying he had been overtaken by misfortune and saw no way of getting clear of it. Shore-side, the term means in need.
	In Great Need; Unable To See A Way Out Of A Situation, Unable To Make Progress Or Move In A Positive Direction In One’s Life

	16. 
	Lieutenant 
	HAT  PROTOCOL 
	When in uniform and participating in a ceremony, women and men should remove hats (AKA “uncover”) for the same occasions as men.  Typically, these occasions occur during invocations with an announcement made to “Please uncover.”  Hats should be worn and a salute rendered when the American Flag is raised or lowered, after the National Anthem is played, and when TAPS is played.  As with the men’s hat, the women’s hat, when removed, should be tucked under the left arm.  These protocols are consistent with U.S. Navy protocol.
	Rules To Follow When Wearing The School Uniform

	17. 
	Lieutenant 
	HELMSMAN  
	An able-bodied seamen entrusted with the steering of a vessel.
	Cadet in charge of a company

	18. 
	Lieutenant 
	HOLD 
	A compartment below deck in a large vessel, used solely for carrying cargo.  The general name for the large compartments below the main deck designated for stowage of general cargo.
	Storage Rooms and Basement of the School 

	19. 
	Lieutenant 
	HONOR GUARD SALUTE IN GROUP
	Only the senior person in the group returns the honor guard salute.  The reasons for the senior person only salute to an honor guard are:   1)  Salutes, as a matter of courtesy, are always returned,  2)  As each group passes through, the honor guard is rendering honor to the organization, not the individuals passing through,  3)  The senior person  acts on behalf of the organization. And   4)  The individuals passing through form a unit representing their organization—the senior person acts on behalf of the unit (e.g., like an army platoon leader saluting on behalf of his platoon).  This interpretation is also consistent with the commonly practiced yacht club custom that only the senior officer salutes the bridge while the rest of the group lines up, followed by a step forward out of formation where each individual salutes when introduced and recognized.  Please note that the senior person holds the salute until exiting the Honor Guard formation.  The Honor Guard holds the salute until the last person in the organization has exited the Honor Guard formation.  Under no circumstances should the Honor Guard drop their salute before the senior person has dropped their salute.
	Protocol For Salutes 

	20. 
	Lieutenant 
	HOT CHASE
	A principle of naval warfare, though without basis in law, that allowed a fleeing enemy to be followed into neutral waters and captured there if the chase had begun in international waters. The term hot pursuit derives from this ‘principle’. 
	Hot Pursuit

	21. 
	Lieutenant 
	HOTCHPOTCH, HODGEPODGE
	A maritime term describing the method of equally dividing cargo and property damaged when two ships have collided and both are deemed to be responsible. Current usage of hodgepodge means ‘a jumble’. 
	A Jumble Of Persons, Places, Things, And Events

	22. 
	Lieutenant 
	HULK, HULKING
	A large and unwieldy ship of simple construction and dubious seaworthiness. On shore, it means big and clumsy. 
	Big And Clumsy

	23. 
	Lieutenant 
	HULL
	The main body of a vessel. The shell or body of a ship - applies to the side and bottom of ship.
	Body Of The Ship

	24. 
	Lieutenant 
	IDLE IDLER
	The name for those members of a ship’s crew that did not stand night watch because of their work. Carpenters, sail-makers, cooks, etc. worked during the day and were excused from watch duty at night. They were called idlers, but not because they had nothing to do, simply because they were off duty at night. 
	Student On Leave Or Vacation 

	25. 
	Lieutenant 
	ITINERARY
	Route/Schedule
	Daily Schedule

	26. 
	Lieutenant 
	JIBE
	A Jibe is the maneuver used when a sailing jib is utilized to turn the ship sharply back and forth, causing enemy gunners to throw off their aim or to gain a maneuvering advantage.  It was also used to bring a ship’s mainsails into the wind.  Thus, the term, “That jibes with what I heard,” refers to confirming a belief.  Conversely, “I’ve had enough of your jibes,” means the speaker is tired of the other person’s joking or erratic behavior. 
	Agree With Or Jokes Or Fooling Around

	27. 
	Lieutenant 
	JIG’S UP
	From the old French word “giguer” to dance, and the old High German word “gigue” for fiddle.  It was first used to describe a lively, springy dance.  It was also used to describe an early French fishing method (‘giguer’) of using a series of gang hooks and jerking them up and down through a crowded school of fish, thus hooking them by surprise.  It thus became used to describe the moment when a joke, prank, or clever game is finished. 
	The Joke, Prank, Or Clever Game Is Over  You’ve Been Caught!

	28. 
	Lieutenant 
	JURY RIG
	A temporary fix.  Jury-rig is based on one word “jury” which is a nautical sense meaning ‘makeshift; temporary’ and one word “rig” referring to a ship’s sails and masts. The first known example of this “jury” is the compound jury-mast, ‘a temporary mast put up to replace one that has been broken or lost’, attested since the early seventeenth century. A jury-rig, then, is ‘a temporary or makeshift rigging’, and the verb is used figuratively in the sense ‘to assemble or arrange hastily in a makeshift manner’. The origin of this word “jury” is not certain, but some scholars identify it with iuwere, a late Middle English word meaning ‘help; aid’, borrowed from the Old French ajurie.   A temporary repair to keep a disabled ship sailing until it could make port, such as a jury sail erected when the mast was lost or a jury rudder as an emergency means of steering when the ship’s rudder was damaged. 
	Make Do, Temporary Assembly Or Repair


	29. 
	Lieutenant 
	KEEL HAULING
	A rough reprimand.  1) A severe naval punishment during the 15th and 16th centuries. The victim, presumably a delinquent sailor, was dragged from one side of the boat to the other, under the bottom of the boat (keel). Tossed over one side and pulled up on the other, he was usually allowed to catch his breath before suddenly being tossed overboard again. Keel hauling lost favor at the beginning of the 18th century, to be replaced by the cat-o-nine-tails.. 2) A naval punishment on board ships said to have originated with the Dutch but adopted by other navies during the 15th and 16th centuries. A rope was rigged from yardarm to yardarm, passing under the bottom of the ship, and the unfortunate delinquent secured to it, sometimes with lead or iron weights attached to his legs. He was hoisted up to one yardarm and then dropped suddenly into the sea, hauled underneath the ship, and hoisted up to the opposite yardarm, the punishment being repeated after he had had time to recover his breath. While he was under water, a “great gun” was fired, “which is done as well to astonish him so much the more with the thunder of the shot, as to give warning until all others of the fleet to look out and be wary by his harms” (from Nathaniel Boteler, A Dialogicall Discourse, 1634). The U.S. Navy never practiced keel hauling.  3) Today, “keelhauling” refers to a verbal reprimand; originally, it was a cruel form of punishment that consisted of binding the offender hand and foot, weighing his body, then drawing him under the ship’s bottom from one fore yardarm to the other, by means of whips. If the bottom was covered with sharp barnacles, the torture was extreme and often fatal. 
	A Verbal Rough Reprimand

	30. 
	Lieutenant 
	KNEE-KNOCKERS
	A raised rim or border around an opening, as in a ship’s deck, designed to keep out water or a bulkhead opening. These raised rims or boarders are only a foot or so off the deck. So called because they can wreak havoc on the shins of those new to shipboard life. 
	Doorway, Hallway Or Room Barriers That Cause One To Trip

	31. 
	Lieutenant 
	KNOT
	A fastening made by interweaving rope to form a stopper, to enclose or  a measure of speed equal to one nautical mile (6076 feet) per hour.  A Unit of speed in navigation, which is the rate of nautical mile (1,852 meters or 6,080 feet) per hour. i.e. 1.852 km/h.  1) The term knot, or nautical mile, is used world-wide to denote one’s speed through water. Today, we measure knots with electronic devices, but 200 years ago such devices were unknown.  Ingenious marines devised a speed measuring device both easy to use and reliable, the “log line.” From this method we get the term “Knot.” The log line was a length of twine marked at 47.33-foot intervals by colored knots. At one end a log chip was fastened. It was shaped like the sector of a circle and weighted at the rounded end with lead. When thrown over the stern, it would float pointing upward and would remain relatively stationary. The log line was allowed to run free over the side for 28 seconds and then hauled on board. Knots which had passed over the side were counted. In this way, the ships speed was measured.  2) The line tied to a ship’s casting log to determine its speed was marked off by knots tied along its length.  The length of the knot was derived from the proportion that one hour (3,600 seconds) is to 28 seconds as one nautical mile (6,080 ft.) is to the length of a knot (47 ft. 3 in.).  The faster a ship went, the more ‘knots’ were paid out before a given amount of time. 
	Nautical Mile Or A Tied Line 

	32. 
	Lieutenant 
	KNOWING THE ROPES
	This is pretty obvious if you’ve ever seen a tall ship. It was such an important skill on sailing vessels that an honorable discharge from service was marked, at one time, with the term ‘knows the ropes’. Land-side it still means a person with experience and skill.
	Having Experience And Skill, Knowing How To Study Or Get Get The Job Done 

	33. 
	Lieutenant 
	LAID-UP
	Ships not in active service; a ship which is out of commission for fitting out, awaiting better markets, needing work for classification, etc.
	School Equipment And Materials In Need Of Repair

	34. 
	Lieutenant 
	LANDLUBBER
	The word landlubber, first recorded in the late 1690s, is formed from land and the earlier lubber. This lubber dates from the fourteenth century and originally meant ‘a clumsy, stupid fellow; lout; oaf’. By the sixteenth century it had developed the specialized sense ‘an unseamanlike person; inexperienced seaman’, which is the same sense as landlubber and was eventually combined with land to emphasize the unfamiliarity-with-the-sea aspect.. 
	Cadet Seaman Who Does Not Know How To Conform To The School’s Rules And Guidelines

	35. 
	Lieutenant 
	LEEWARD
	The direction away from the wind. Opposite of windward.
	Direction Away From The Wind

	36. 
	Lieutenant 
	LEEWAY
	The sideways movement or drift of a boat caused by either wind or current.
	Variations In A Course Of Action That Do Not Affect The Final Outcome

	37. 
	Lieutenant 
	LET THE CAT OUT OF THE BAG
	1) Originally, this term simply meant to remove the cat (cat o’nine tails) from its baize bag, generally preliminary to administering punishment. The term’s meaning today is to reveal a secret.   2) This has its origins in the grim ceremony of removing the rope or rawhide “cat-o’-nine-tails” from its carrying bag in preparation of flogging an offender.  It was eventually applied to any other untimely, if less serious, revelation, which could lead to legal action or punishment. 
	To Reveal A Secret Or Administer The Punishment As Noted In The School’s Code Of Conduct 

	38. 
	Lieutenant 
	LIEUTENANT 
	A commissioned rank in the U.S. Navy or Coast Guard that is above lieutenant and below commander.
	The rank assigned to Licensed/Certified Teachers.

	39. 
	Lieutenant 
	LIEUTENANT COMMANDER
	A commissioned rank in the U.S. Navy or Coast Guard that is above lieutenant and below commander.
	The rank assigned to Assistant Principals/Administrators

	40. 
	Lieutenant 
	LIEUTENANT Junior Grade (JG)
	A commissioned rank in the U.S. Navy or Coast Guard that is above ensign and below lieutenant..
	The Rank assigned to Teacher Aides and Officer Personnel


	Rank of  Lieutenant Commander 
	Nautical/Maritime Terms
	Nautical/Maritime Definition
	Maritime Academy Terminology

	1. 
	Lieutenant Commander
	LIEUTENANT Junior Grade (JG)
	A commissioned rank in the U.S. Navy or Coast Guard that is above ensign and below lieutenant..
	The Rank assigned to Teacher Aides and Officer Personnel

	2. 
	Lieutenant Commander
	LIFEBOAT DRILL
	An exercise conducted on board every ship to familiarize crew and any passengers with how to evacuate the ship in an emergency. The master of every vessel is bound by international law to make the officers, crew and passengers adequately acquainted with the procedures of lowering and the use of lifeboats in case of emergency.
	Fire Drill 

	3. 
	Lieutenant Commander
	LOG
	A record of courses or operation. Also, a device to measure speed.
	Teacher Grade And Attendance Record 

	4. 
	Lieutenant Commander
	LOG BOOKS
	1) Today, any bound record kept on a daily basis aboard ship is called a “log.” Originally, records were kept on the sailing ship by inscribing information onto shingles cut from logs and hinged so they opened like books. When paper became more readily available, “log books” were manufactured from paper and bound. Shingles were relegated to naval museums but the slang term stuck.  2) In the old days of sail, literally the only way of determining a ship’s speed was to cast a small log secured to a line from the bow of the ship.  By paying out the marked length of the line and timing how long it took for the log to reach the stern, the ship’s speed could then be calculated.  During each watch, the log had to be cast every hour, and the ship’s speed and compass course noted in a book so the captain could use it for his navigation.  It soon became customary and then required to note other observations such as weather conditions, time of sunrise and sunset, moonrise, sea state, and any happenings on board the ship. 
	1. Teacher Planning And Assessment Binders

2. Student Planning Books

3. Student Portfolios
4. Teacher’s Weekly Grids
5. Student’s Weekly To Do Lists
6. Any Other Bound Record Boooks

	5. 
	Lieutenant Commander
	MANIFEST
	 A document containing a full list of the ship’s cargo, extracted from the bills of lading.
	Inventory List

	6. 
	Lieutenant Commander
	MANNING SCALES 
	The minimum number of officers and crewmembers that can be engaged on a ship to be considered as sufficient hands with practical ability to meet every possible eventuality at sea.
	Minimum Enrollment Needed To Keep The School Open In The Event Of Sickness

	7. 
	Lieutenant Commander
	MANNING THE RAILS  
	This custom evolved from the centuries old practice of “manning the yards.” Men aboard sailing ships stood evenly spaced on all the yards and gave three cheers to honor a distinguished person.  Now men and women are stationed along the rails of a ship when honors are rendered to the President, the heads of a foreign state, or a member of a reigning royal family. Men and women so stationed do not salute. Navy ships will often man the rails when entering a port, or when returning to the ship’s homeport at the end of a deployment.   The group salute is reminiscent of the naval tradition of “manning the rails” where passing ships exchange group salutes of crew members assembled at attention on the side facing a passing ship or place of honor.  The senior officer of the group leads the salute with the words:  “XYZ Yacht Club, Hand Salute.”  The group salutes in unison an the word “salute.”  The senior officer then says:  “Ready, two.”  On the word “two” the group drops the salute, turns and always follows the Commodore or senior officer off the quarterdeck.  The Commodore or senior officer will usually lead the group toward a VIP seating area or toward the beverage cooler, where the host club has refreshments available, especially on hot days.
	Students Stationed At Main Entrance To Welcome Distinguished Guests And Visitors


	8. 
	Lieutenant Commander
	MASTER-AT-ARMS
	 A senior petty officer charged with keeping order aboard ship.  Naval records show these “sheriffs of the sea” were keeping order aboard ship since the time of King Charles I of England.  At the time, they were charged with keeping the swords, pistols, carbines and muskets in good working order as well as ensuring that the bandoleers were filled with fresh powder before combat.  Besides being the ‘chief of police’ at sea, the sea corporals, as they were called in the British Navy, had to be experienced with swords, pikes, and small arms, and able to train seamen in hand-to-hand combat.  In the days of sail, the MAAs were truly “master at arms.”  The Master-at-Arms in the US Navy today can trace the beginnings of his official rating to the Union Navy of the Civil War. 
	Class Senior Petty Office Responsible For Classroom Discipline In Whatever Area Of The Building He/She Is In  

	9. 
	Lieutenant Commander
	MAYDAY
	The distress call from voice radio, for vessels and people in serious trouble at sea. The term was made official by an international telecommunications conference in 1948, and is an anglicizing of the French “m’aidez,” (help me).  
	Distress Call From Commissioned Officxers Or From Cadet Noncommissioned Officers (Student Leaders)

	10. 
	Lieutenant Commander
	MESS & MESSDECKS
	1) Most people probably share the belief that the primary meaning of mess is ‘a dirty or untidy’ condition, and the ‘meal’ sense is somehow derived from this or perhaps represents a different word.  Actually, the original sense of the word mess is ‘a quantity of food’. First recorded in the thirteenth century, this had a number of related senses: ‘a quantity of food sufficient for a dish or a single occasion’ (“a mess of beans”); ‘a dish or quantity of soft or liquid food; a mixture of ingredients’; ‘a group regularly taking their meals together, or the meal so taken’; ‘sloppy or unappetizing food’.  The word mess is borrowed from Old French, from Late Latin missus ‘a course at a meal’, literally ‘what is sent’, that is, ‘what is placed on the table’, a noun use of the participle of mittere ‘to send’.  2) From the Latin term “mensa” meaning tables.  “Mesa” is Spanish for table and “mes” in old Gothic means a dish.  The English word originally meant four, and at large meal gatherings diners were seated in fours.  Shakespeare wrote of Henry’s four sons as his “mess of sons.”  The word “mess” that suggests confusion comes from the German “mischen,” meaning to mix.     Messmates, are those who eat together.  Smythe’s, Sailors’ Word Book, yields the ditty, “Messmate before shipmate, shipmate before stranger, stranger before a dog.”    3) Middle English in origin. - ‘Mes’, meaning a dish. Hence the term, ‘a mess of pottage’.  The word in English originally denoted four, and at large or formal dinners, the guests were seated in ‘fours’. The average gun crew size was eight men (2 sets of four), and they worked, ate, stood watches, and slept together as a unit.  This is the true origin of ‘mess decks’, where the ship’s crew take their meals.  The other application of the word ‘mess’, or confusion, is derived from the German word ‘mischen’, meaning to mix. 
	Dining Halls, Dining Floor

	11. 
	Lieutenant Commander
	MESSCOOK
	Food service personnel, especially nonrated personnel provided by the ship’s other departments (non-Supply depts.) to perform scutwork such as busing tables, washing dishes, etc. 
	Dining Room Workers Or Food Service Workers

	12. 
	Lieutenant Commander
	MUSTANG
	An officer who has ‘come up through the ranks’, i.e. started out as an enlisted man and earned a commission.
	Cadet Seaman Recruit (Student) Coming Up Through The Ranks To Earn Commissioned Rank 


	13. 
	Lieutenant Commander
	MUTINY
	Mutiny is the crime of conspiring to disobey orders that the mutineer is legally obliged to obey, for example by crew members of a ship.  The United States's Uniform Code of Military Justice defines mutiny thus: Article 94: Mutiny or Sedition. A member who, with intent to usurp or override lawful military authority, refuses in concert with any other person, to obey orders or otherwise do his or her duty or creates any violence or disturbance, is guilty of mutiny. A person who, with intent to cause the overthrow or destruction of lawful civil authority, creates, in concert with any other person, revolt, violence, or other disturbance against that authority, is guilty of sedition. Furthermore, a member who fails to do his or her utmost to prevent and suppress a mutiny or sedition being committed in his or her presence, or fails to take all reasonable means to inform his or her superior commissioned officer or commanding officer of a mutiny or sedition which he or she knows or has reason to believe is taking place, is guilty of a failure to suppress or report a mutiny or sedition. Violations of this article can be punished by death. 
	Group of seamen who violate a class or school rule, collusion with another seaman to violate  a class or school rule.  

	14. 
	Lieutenant Commander
	NATIONAL FLAG
	The flag carried by a ship to show her nationality.
	Us Flag Flown Daily

	15. 
	Lieutenant Commander
	NAUTICAL MILE
	One minute of latitude; approximately 6076 feet - about 1/8 longer than the statute mile of 5280 feet.
	Nautical Measurement

	16. 
	Lieutenant Commander
	NAVIGATION
	The art and science of conducting a boat safely from one point to another.
	Sailing (Successful Academic Year)

	17. 
	Lieutenant Commander
	NAVIGATION RULES
	The regulations governing the movement of vessels in relation to each other, generally called steering and sailing rules.
	Rules Of The Sea (School Policies And Procedures And Code Of Discipline) 

	18. 
	Lieutenant Commander
	NAVY BLUE
	Blue has not always been navy blue. In fact it wasn’t until 1745 that the expression navy blue meant anything at all. In that year several British officers petitioned the Admiralty for adaptation of new uniforms for it’s officers. The first lord requested several officers to model various uniforms under consideration so he could select the best. He then selected several uniforms of various styles and colors to present to King George II for final decision. King George, unable to decide on either style or color, finally chose a blue and white because they were the favorite color combinations of the first lord’s wife, Duchess of Bedford. 
	Color Of Nautical School Uniform

	19. 
	Lieutenant Commander
	NO QUARTER
	This is a term, indicative of a fight to the death, gathers its meaning from the reverse of “giving Quarter,” an old custom by which officers, upon surrender, could save their lives by paying a ransom of “One Quarter of their pay.” 
	Unable To Barter For Lesser Penalty

	20. 
	Lieutenant Commander
	NOW HEAR THIS
	Announcement from the Bridge
	Introduction To A School Or Class Announcement

	21. 
	Lieutenant Commander
	OFFICER
	Any of the licensed members of the ship’s complement. 
	Administration, Faculty, Staff, And Students Who Earned Cadet Officer Rank

	22. 
	Lieutenant Commander
	OFF-LOAD
	Discharge of cargo from a ship.
	Removal Of Items From The School

	23. 
	Lieutenant Commander
	OH DARK THIRTY
	Very late at night, or very early in the morning. AKA “Zero Dark Thirty” 
	Early Morning Or Late Evening


	24. 
	Lieutenant Commander
	ONE GOOD TURN DESERVES ANOTHER
	Old sailor’s advice to keep a ship or anything else of value tied up secure by taking yet another turn of the rope around the mooring bits. 
	Go The Extra Mile To Ensure Or Secure 

	25. 
	Lieutenant Commander
	OPPORTUNITY
	Even this term has a nautical origin. In the days of sail, ships depended upon the incoming, or flood tide, to take them into port.  If they arrived early or late, then they had to stand off outside of the harbor’s entrance to wait for the right time.  The ancient Romans referred to this as “Ob Portu”, which literally translated as, ‘standing off port, waiting for the moment.’  It has evolved into English as the word, ‘opportunity’, meaning, ‘the right moment’ 
	The right moment

	26. 
	Lieutenant Commander
	PARISH-RIGGED
	Any ship with cheap or second-hand rigging, cheap equipment, cheap food, and cheap accommodations.  Almost certainly to be paying cheap wages as well.  A term used to describe any ship with owners who wish to maximize profits and reduce overhead to the barest of minimums. Closely related to “poor as church-mice”, meaning a poor parish or country church. 
	Cheap Equipment And/Or Materials, Shoddy Work, Work Poorly Done

	27. 
	Lieutenant Commander
	PASSAGEWAY 
	The way that allows for passage through a ship including hallways
	Passageways (School Hallways)

	28. 
	Lieutenant Commander
	PASSING HONORS
	Passing honors are ordered by ships and boats when vessels, embarked officials, or embarked officers pass (or are passed) close aboard - 600 yards for ships, 400 yards for boats. Such honors are exchanged between ships of the U.S. Navy, between ships of the Navy and the Coast Guard, and between U.S. and most foreign navy ships passing close aboard. “Attention” is sounded, and the hand salute is rendered by all persons in view on deck (not in ranks).
	Students Coming To Attention When Sounded And Rendering A Hand Salute To All Persons In View Passing By 

	29. 
	Lieutenant Commander
	PERSONAL FLOATATION DEVICE
	Approved floats meant as life preservers and carried on board American ships.
	Life-Preservers

	30. 
	Lieutenant Commander
	PETTY OFFICERS
	The Petty Officer can trace his title back to the old French word petit meaning something small. Over the years the word also came to mean minor, secondary and subordinate. In 1894 when the Navy established the Chief Petty Officer rank and gave him the three chevrons with arc and eagle. The first, second and third class Petty Officers also began wearing the insignia they do today. 
	Subordinate Rank To Chief Petty Officer  Assistant To CPO’s  

	31. 
	Lieutenant Commander
	PIER
	A loading platform extending at an angle from the shore.
	Loading Platform Into The School

	32. 
	Lieutenant Commander
	PIPING BOATSWAINS
	Piping Boatswains have been in charge of the deck force since the days of sail. Setting sails, heaving lines, and hosting anchors required coordinated team effort and boatswains used whistle signals to order the coordinated actions. When visitors were hoisted aboard or over the side, the pipe was used to order “Hoist Away” or “Avast heaving.” In time, piping became a naval honor on shore as well as at sea.
	Deckhand Teams  Workstation Teams 

	33. 
	Lieutenant Commander
	PLANK OWNER
	A member of the original commissioning crew of a ship. 
	The School’s Founding Students (First Year Enrollees)

Do you know who they are?  Ask around to find out!


	34. 
	Lieutenant Commander
	POGY BAIT
	Pogy is an old coastal Indian (Algonquian) term for a small fish of the herring or sardine variety.  Cabin boys, young midshipmen, and boys who served as “powder monkeys” were known as “pogies” to the older members of the crew.  Thus candy, sweetmeats, cookies, and other treats were known to attract them. 
	Candy And Snack Foods

	35. 
	Lieutenant Commander
	PORT AND STARBOARD
	Shipboard terms for left and right, respectively. Confusing those two could cause a ship wreck. In Old England, the starboard was the steering paddle or rudder, and ships were always steered from the right side on the back of the vessel. Larboard referred to the left side, the side on which the ship was loaded. So how did larboard become port? Shouted over the noise of the wind and the waves, larboard and starboard sounded too much alike. The word port means the opening in the “left” side of the ship from which cargo was unloaded. Sailors eventually started using the term to refer to that side of the ship. Use of the term “port” was officially adopted by the U.S. Navy by General Order, 18 February 1846. 1) Port and starboard are shipboard terms for left and right, respectively. Confusing those two could cause a ship wreck. In Old England, the starboard was the steering paddle or rudder, and ships were always steered from the right side on the back of the vessel. Larboard referred to the left side, the side on which the ship was loaded. So how did larboard become port? Shouted over the noise of the wind and the waves, larboard and starboard sounded too much alike. The word port means the opening in the “left” side of the ship from which cargo was unloaded. Sailors eventually started using the term to refer to that side of the ship. Use of the term “port” was officially adopted by the U.S. Navy by General Order, 18 February 1846.  2) On old Viking ships, the right side was called the “steerboard” side, because the heavy board for steering was secured on the right side. Gradually, “steerboard” was corrupted to “starboard”.  The left side of the ship was called the “Load board” side, because when heavy steering board prevented loading on the right. “Load Board” sounded so much like “starboard”. So the U. S. adopted the term “port”.  3) Larboard signified the left side on board ship in the United States Navy until about 1846.  It is recorded that in that year the word was passed on board an American man-of-war cruising off the coast of Africa: “Do you hear there fore and aft?  The word “larboard” is to be forever dripped in the United States Navy, and the word “port” is substituted.  Any man using the word ‘larboard’ will be punished.”  The word “port” came from the British Navy from the orders of the Portuguese Tagus River pilots. 
	To The Left Or The Right

	36. 
	Lieutenant Commander
	PORT SIDE 
	the left hand side of a ship facing the front or forward end. The port side of a ship during darkness is indicated by a red light. Was previously known as the larboard side but this created confusion with starboard and was changed.
	Left Side 


	37. 
	Lieutenant Commander
	POSH
	This comes from the days of Britain’s East India Company.  Aboard the ships that sailed from England to India, the most comfortable quarters were found on the PORT side of the ship going OUT to India (Because the sun rose in the east, thus warming that side of the ship first, and setting in the west, which cooled that area earlier from the heat of the day).  Returning from India to England, the more comfortable quarters were now on the opposite side of the ship for the same reason, or STARBOARD HOME.  Naturally, these quarters were much more expensive for passengers traveling by ship.  Thus, only the more wealthy families could afford to have the initials P.O.S.H. (Port Out, Starboard Home) entered into the ship’s log book when they made their reservations. 
	Port Out, Starboard Home (Workstations/Classrooms That Have Windows With A View)

	38. 
	Lieutenant Commander
	PRIVELEGED VESSEL
	A vessel which, according to the applicable Navigation Rule, has right-of-way (this term has been superseded by the term “stand-on”).
	A Community School

	39. 
	Lieutenant Commander
	PURSER
	A ship’s officer who is in charge of accounts, especially on a passenger ship. Nowadays referred to as the Hotel Manager of most cruise ships.  Paymaster.  This comes from the medieval word, ‘bursar’, who was the nobleman’s keeper of the cash.  Hence the word, ‘disburse’, when referring to payments or salaries to the crew.
	School Business –Finance Manager 

	40. 
	Lieutenant Commander
	QUARTER-DECK
	1) Originally it was the after half of the upper deck which was half the length of the ship and usually located between the poop and the mainmast. It was normally reserved for officers. Eventually the term was used for any area used for normal ingress and egress to the ship.  2) That part of the upper deck of a ship which is abaft, or just to the rear, of the mainmast, or where the mainmast would be if the ship was a sailing ship.  In very early English ships in medieval times, it was where a small religious shrine was set up, and so every man going by would take off his hat in respect or salute it as he passed. This was the origin for saluting the Quarter-deck which still persists today.  It also became the place where the men were gathered to muster and receive orders from the officers up on the raised, or “poop” deck in the stern area.  This was also the origin of the “Watch, Quarter, and Station Bill, and also the origin of “Beat to Quarters”, when drums were used to summon the crew to battle stations. 
	Office Areas Of The Academy (Ship)


	Rank of Commander

	Nautical/Maritime Terms
	Nautical/Maritime Definition
	Maritime Academy Terminology

	1. 
	Commander
	QUARTERMASTER
	Eventually, selected sailors who became “masters” of the Quarter-deck area, particularly when it came to navigation.  The Quarter-deck area was originally officers’ country, and enlisted men were not allowed there unless called for. However, seasoned, trusted seamen were allowed up there as helmsmen.  Because they had to know how to steer a given course, they also had to learn how to read a compass and then care for it as well.  So too with the ship’s chronometer, and then gradually the sextant, charts, and other navigating equipment.  Eventually, selected sailors became “masters” of the Quarter-deck area, particularly when it came to navigation.  
	School Staff / Officer

	2. 
	Commander
	RATING BADGES
	Also “Distinguishing Marks”) In 1841, insignia called “distinguishing marks” were first prescribed as part of the official uniform. An eagle and anchor emblem, forerunner of the rating badge, was the first distinguishing mark. In 1886 rating badges were established, and some 15 specialty marks were also provided to cover the various ratings. On 1 April 1893, Petty Officers were reclassified and the rating of Chief Petty Officer was established. Until 1949 rating badges were worn on the right or left sleeve, depending on whether the person concerned was on the starboard or port watch. Since February 1948, all distinguishing marks have been worn on the left sleeve between the shoulder and elbow. 
	Cadet Rank Insignia

	3. 
	Commander
	REEFER  OR REEFER BOX
	An insulated shipping container designed to carry cargoes requiring temperature control. It is fitted with a refrigeration unit, which is connected to the ship’s electrical power supply.
	Refridgerator

	4. 
	Commander
	ROUND ROBIN
	The custom of rebellious or mutinous sailors of signing their names to a protesting letter or petition by signing their names radiating outward like the spokes of a wheel.  This way, there would be no leading names on the list.  Some scholars say that this is also the origin of the term, ‘ring-leader. 
	Cadet Suggestion Box /Ideas brought to the Captain without signatures

	5. 
	Commander
	RUNNING LIGHTS
	Lights required to be shown on boats underway between sundown and sunup.
	Building Lights

	6. 
	Commander
	SALUTING
	Naval etiquette for men or women permits salutes only in uniform and only when covered (i.e., when a hat is worn).  When uncovered in uniform or in civilian attire, proper naval etiquette requires coming to attention but no salute.  When uncovered in uniform or when in civilian attire, salute the U.S. Flag with hand over heart.  There is a strong desire by many to salute the Bridge (or Quarterdeck) Officer.  Those who are not comfortable with salutes can show respect by pausing at attention for a moment at the appropriate spot.  Never respond with a salute unless one is given to you.  Some hold that the salute to the quarterdeck is derived from the very early seagoing custom of the respect paid to the pagan altar on board ship, and later to the crucifix and shrine.  Others hold that the custom comes from the early days of the British Navy when all officers who were present on the quarterdeck returned the salute of an individual by uncovering (removing the hat).  The original salute consisted of uncovering.  The salute, touching the hat, to the seat of authority, the quarterdeck, the place nearest the colors, is an old an tradition.
	On Certain Occasions Cadets (Students) Are Required To Salute The Flag And Officers In Uniform

	7. 
	Commander
	SALVAGE
	The property which has been recovered from a wrecked vessel, or the recovery of the vessel herself.
	School’s Recycling Program


	8. 
	Commander
	SEA LAWYER
	Someone who professes to have significant knowledge of the fine points of the rules and regulations. This knowledge is often used for personal gain, or to claim why something cannot be done.   An argumentative sailor.  Usually one who quotes confusing rules and regulations, and makes accusations against seniors to his advantage. 
	Dean Of Discipline

	9. 
	Commander
	SEA ROOM
	A safe distance from the shore or other hazards.
	Safe Distances For Passing In Hallways And On Stairs

	1. 
	Commander
	SEA TRIAL
	A series of trials conducted by the builders during which the owner's representatives on board act in a consulting and checking capacity to determine if the vessel has met the specifications. 
	Pilot Testing, Conducting Research, Experimenting, On A Discovery Mission

	2. 
	Commander
	SEA WORTHINESS
	The condition of the ship, based on the sufficiency of a vessel in terms of materials construction, equipment, crew and outfit for the trade in which it is employed. Any sort of disrepair to the vessel by which the cargo may suffer—overloading, untrained officers, etc., may constitute a vessel to be unseaworthy.
	The Condition Of The School In Terms Of General Upkeep, Cleanliness, Neatness, Orderly Storage, Safety, And Repair 

	3. 
	Commander
	SEAMAN
	A noncommissioned rank in the U.S. Navy or Coast Guard that is above seaman apprentice and subordinate to petty officer.
	Cadet (Student)

	4. 
	Commander
	SEAMAN APPRENTICE
	A deck crewmember that is above seaman recruit and subordinate to the Able Bodied Seamen.
	Cadet (Student) Who Has Completed Basic Training But Has Not Earned Abs Rank  

	5. 
	Commander
	SEAMAN RECRUIT
	A deck crewmember that is subordinate to a seaman apprentice.  A new recruit not yet completing basic training..
	Cadet (Student) Who Has Not Completed Basic Training

	6. 
	Commander
	SEAMANSHIP
	All the arts and skills of boat handling, ranging from maintenance and repairs to piloting, sail handling, marlinespike work, and rigging.
	Cadet (Student) Competence And Skills In Their Varying Cadet Roles And Responsibilities  

	7. 
	Commander
	SEAWORTHY
	A boat or a boat’s gear able to meet the usual sea conditions.
	A School That Is Worthy Of High Praise And Recognition

	8. 
	Commander
	SECURE
	To make fast.
	Ensure Safety And Security

	9. 
	Commander
	SELF-TRIMMING
	A ship that levels itself according to its cargo weight.
	Self-Regulating Behaviors

	10. 
	Commander
	SET
	Direction toward which the current is flowing.
	Moving Forward With Support


	11. 
	Commander
	SHAKE A LEG
	In the British Navy of King George III and earlier, many sailors’ wives accompanied them on long voyages.  Also, wives were allowed to stay for the night when the ship was in port.  This practice could cause some problems, but some ingenious bosun solved the situation which tended to make reveille a hazardous event: The problem of distinguishing which bunks or hammocks held males and which held females. To avoid dragging the wrong “mates” out of their hammocks, the bosun asked all to “shake a leg” or “show a leg.”  If the leg was shapely and/or adorned with silk, the owner was allowed to continue sleeping. If the leg was obviously male, such as being hairy and/or tattooed, then he was rousted out.  In today’s Navy, showing a leg is a signal to the reveille petty officer that you have heard his call and you are awake. 
	Wake Up, Pay Attention, Get Moving 

	12. 
	Commander
	SHANGHAIED
	 Shanghai was the major seaport in China during the Clipper ship days, and had the worst reputation.  It was also a very long journey lasting many weeks and months at sea.  Unpopular with sailors, China-bound captains often had to trick or even outright kidnap men aboard ship to make the voyage.  Thus the term was used to describe anyone making a voyage or performing a task against his will. 
	Persons forced to do or attend something against their will. 

	13. 
	Commander
	SHIP’S ARTICLES
	A written agreement between the master of a ship and the crew concerning their employment. It includes rates of pay and capacity of each crewman, the date of commencement of the voyage and its duration.
	The School’s Policies, Procedures, Codes Of Discipline, Salary Scales, Merit And Demerit Criteria, And Requirements For Ohio Graduation, Proficiency, Achievement, And Diagnostic Tests

	14. 
	Commander
	SHIP’S STABILITY
	The seaworthiness of a ship regarding the centrifugal force which enables her to remain upright.
	Consistency In Programming, Staff, Policies, Procedures, Discipline, Etc 

	15. 
	Commander
	SHOWS HIS TRUE COLORS
	Early warships often carried flags from many nations on board in order to elude or deceive the enemy. The rules of civilized warfare called for all ships to hoist their true national ensigns before firing a shot. Someone who finally “shows his true colors” is acting like a man-of-war which hailed another ship flying one flag, but then hoisted their own when they got in firing range.
	Acting With Honesty And Integrity


	16. 
	Commander
	SICKBAY
	In the days of sailing ships, it was customary to uncover when entering sick bay, out of respect to the dying and dead. Through modern medicine the sickbay has transformed into a place where people are usually healed and cured, so the custom remains. As in any hospital, silence is maintained.  Ships hospitals were originally known as “Sick Berths,” generally located in the round sterns of the old battle wagons, their contours suggested a “bay,” and the latter name was given them.   In the early sailing ships, the bow area was the roomiest area below decks available to the crew, taking the shape of a bay when viewed from inside.  It was customary for the surgeon to use this area for his work, especially if battle require more room for men to be stretched out at once for his attention.  It has now become the term for the ship’s medical area on the vessel, regardless of its actual location. Sickbay In the days of sailing ships, it was customary to uncover when entering sick bay, out of respect to the dying and dead. Through modern medicine the sickbay has transformed into a place where people are usually healed and cured, so the custom remains. As in any hospital, silence is maintained.
	The School Infirmary

	17. 
	Commander
	SIDE BOYS
	Side boys are a part of the quarterdeck ceremonies when an important person or Officer comes on board or leaves a ship. Large ships have side boys detailed to the quarterdeck from 0800 to sunset. When the side is piped by the BMOW, from two to eight side boys, depending on the rank of the Officer, will form a passageway at the gangway. They salute on the first note of the pipe and finish together on the last note. In the days of sail, it was not uncommon for the Commanding Officers of ships sailing in convoy to convene aboard the flagship for conferences. It was also not uncommon for COs to invite each other to dine aboard their vessels. Unfortunately, there was no easy way to bring visitors on and off a ship while underway. And there was no dignified may for a high ranking officer to scurry up or down a rope ladder hanging down the side of a ship. Often the boatswain’s chair, a rope and wood sling, would be used to hoist the guest onto and off the ship. The Boatswain’s Mate would control the heaving by blowing the appropriate commands with a whistle known as a Boatswain’s Pipe. The number of “strong backs” needed to bring the visitor aboard depended upon the size of the “load” being hoisted. Somewhere along the line, it was noted that the more senior the visitor’s rank, the more Sailors were needed to “man the side.” Over time, the need to hoist visitors onto and off of Navy ships went away, but the custom of mustering the Sideboys and piping distinguished visitors aboard ship remains.
	Welcoming And Farewell Committees Of Cadet Officers

	18. 
	Commander
	SILENT RUNNING
	Running in silence
	Moving Or Working In Silence

	19. 
	Commander
	SISTER SHIPS
	Ships built on the same design.
	Other Community Schools Other Maritime Schools

	20. 
	Commander
	SKEDADDLE
	To sneak away from a working party. 
	Avoid Work By Skipping Out Or Hiding Out

	21. 
	Commander
	SKIPPER
	Commanding Officer. Apparently from the Dutch “Schipper,”, which means, essentially, “he who ships.”  Derived from the Scandinavian word “schiffe,” meaning ships, or the Dutch word “schipper,” meaning captain. 
	Nickname For The Ships Commodore , The School Administrator

	22. 
	Commander
	SNAFU
	 Situation Normal, All Fouled Up. 
	Something That Has Gone Wrong


	23. 
	Commander
	SNIPE
	Crew members in the engineering; someone who works in the engineering spaces and seldom is seen topside when underway. MM’s (Machinist’s Mates) and BT’s (Boiler Technicians) are ultimate snipes. In today’s modern gas turbine fleet, also includes GSM (Gas Turbine Specialist, Mechanic), GSE (Gas Turbine Specialist, Electrician), and EN (Engineman). It is believed that true snipes cannot stand direct sunlight or fresh air, must have machine oil in their coffee in order to survive, and get nosebleeds at altitudes above the waterline. 
	Maintenance Crew Member

	24. 
	Commander
	SQUARED AWAY
	1) Originally, to “square away” meant to trim a ship’s sails to put her before the wind (i.e. get underway). Today, it means a ship that looks good, maneuvers smartly, etc., or refers to a sailor who is capable and smart in appearance and action.  2) Squared Away - Square-rigged sailing ships would set the backs of their sails directly into the wind for their best speed.  A ship standing out smartly from   harbor with every sail thus set presented a neat, purposeful appearance.  The term soon became applied as a compliment to any competent sailor.  In particular one with a neat appearance. 
	Cadet Seaman With A Neat Appearance, Perfect Wearing Of The Uniform

	25. 
	Commander
	STAND-ON VESSEL
	That vessel which has right-of-way during a meeting, crossing, or overtaking situation.
	Yielding The Right Of Way

	26. 
	Commander
	STARBOARD
	The right side of a boat when looking forward. The starboard side of a ship during darkness is indicated by a green light.
	To The Right Side

	27. 
	Commander
	STEM
	The forward most part of the bow.
	Front

	28. 
	Commander
	STERN 
	The after part of the boat.  The bow or rear of the ship; an upright post or bar of the bow of a vessel. 
	Back

	29. 
	Commander
	STOW
	To put an item in its proper place.
	Put Away Properly And Safely

	30. 
	Commander
	STOWAGE
	The placing of goods in a ship in such a way as to ensure the safety and stability of the ship not only on a sea or ocean passage but also while in port when parts of the cargo have been loaded or discharged.

	The Way To Put Away Properly And Safely

	31. 
	Commander
	STRANDED
	Strand is used to describe the long, narrow strip of beach that divides the sea from the land, and often is used to describe a long peninsula.   Unlucky sailors left on the beach by shipwrecks or by dishonest captains who did not want to pay their wages when the voyage was over were thus ‘stranded’ 
	Left Alone Without Proper Supervision

	32. 
	Commander
	TAKEN ABACK  
	One of the hazards faced in days of sailing ships has been incorporated into English to describe someone who has been jolted by unpleasant news. We say that person has been “taken aback.” The person is at a momentary loss; unable to act or even to speak. A danger faced by sailing ships was for a sudden shift in wind to come up (from a sudden squall), blowing the sails back against the masts, putting the ship in grave danger of having the masts break off and rendering the ship totally helpless. The ship was taken aback. 
	Surprised By A Sudden Event


	33. 
	Commander
	TAPS
	The word “taps” is derived from the Dutch word taptoe, or time to close up all the taps and taverns in the garrisoned towns.  In a volume entitled, The Military Guide to Young Officers, by Thomas Simes, reprinted in Philadelphia, in 1776 there are instruction for the officer of the guard.  “The tat-too is generally best at nine o’clock at night in the summer and eight in the winter.  It is performed by the Drum Major, and all the drummers and fifers of that regiment which gave a captain of the main guard that day.  The tat-too is the signal given for the soldiers to retire to their barracks or quarters, to put out their fire and candle and go to bed.  The public houses are at the same time, to shut their doors, and sell no more liquor that night.”  
	Sounding Taps To Signal The Close Of Day 

	34. 
	Commander
	TAR, JACK TAR
	A slang term for a Sailor, has been in use since at least 1676. The term “Jack tar” was used by the 1780s. Early Sailors wore overalls and broad-brimmed hats made of tar-impregnated fabric called tarpaulin cloth. The hats, and the Sailors who wore them, were called tarpaulins, which may have been shortened to tars.
	Slang For A Cadet Seaman

	35. 
	Commander
	TICKLED TO DEATH
	Oddly enough, though not specifically a Navy term, this has Chinese Origins.  A method of torture and execution in ancient China was to tickle the bare feet of a strapped-down prisoner with a goose feather.  This would cause the victim to literally laugh himself to death through exhaustion. 
	Extremely Happy, Laughing

	36. 
	Commander
	TITIVATE
	Clean up, or make shipshape.  
	Clean Up Or Tidy Up Workstations, Offices, And The Building At Large

	37. 
	Commander
	TOPSIDES
	The sides of a vessel between the waterline and the deck; sometimes referring to onto or above the deck.
	Above Deck

	38. 
	Commander
	UNDER WAY
	Sometimes seen as “under weigh.” The term refers to a ship which is not physically connected to solid ground, i.e. neither moored, anchored, nor aground. Often confused with “MAKING WAY (q.v.),” though legally very different.   Vessel in motion, i.e., when not moored, at anchor, or aground.
	Moving Forward, Progressing Through The Academic Year

	39. 
	Commander
	UNIFORM REGULATIONS
	The first uniform instruction for the U.S. Navy was issued by the Secretary of War on 24 August 1791. It provided a distinctive dress for the officers who would command the ships of the Federal Navy. The instruction did not include a uniform for the enlisted man, although there was a degree of uniformity. The usual dress of a seaman was made up of a short jacket, shirt, vest, long trousers, and a black low crowned hat. 
	School Uniform Regulations

	40. 
	Commander
	VICE COMMODORE
	The officer in the deck department, below Commodore, second in command of a ship
	Vice Commodore (Rank Of Assistant Administrator-Curriculum Coordinator)

	41. 
	Commander
	WATCH
	The day at sea is divided into six four-hour periods. Three groups of watchstanders are on duty for four hours and then off for eight, then back to duty. Seamen often work overtime during their off time. 
	Inside Observers:  Faculty, Staff And Students Assessing The School’s Progress

	42. 
	Commander
	WAYBILL
	A non-negotiable document that acts as a receipt for the goods and evidence of the contract of carriage.
	Receipts For Purchases 

	43. 
	Commander
	XO
	 Executive Officer. Second-in-command of a vessel.
	Administrator In Charge

	44. 
	Commander
	ZULU TIME
	Zulu time is known as “GMT” (Greenwich Mean Time). The natural concept of time is linked to the earth’s rotation and defines a 24 hour day.  –the time it takes the earth to spin once on its axis.  As time pieces became more accurate and communication more global, there needed to be a basis for establishing world times.  Since Great Britain was the world’s foremost maritime power when the concept of latitude and longitude came to be, the starting point for designating longitude was the “prime meridian” (zero degrees) and runs through the Royal Greenwich Observatory, in Greenwich, England.  Thus, the starting point for calculating the different time zones was at the Royal Greenwich Observatory. Noon at the observatory,  is five hours earlier (under Standard Time) in Washington, D.C.; six hours earlier in Chicago; seven hours earlier in Denver; and, eight hours earlier in Los Angeles. Since the Earth does not rotate at exactly a constant rate, a new timescale, called Coordinated Universal Time (UTC), was adopted and replaces GMT.   The Navy, as well as civil aviation, use the letter “Z” (phonetically “Zulu”) to refer to the time at the prime meridian. The U.S. time zones are Eastern [”R”, “Romeo]; Central [”S”, “Sierra”]; Mountain [”T”, “Tango”]; Pacific [”U”, “Uniform”]; Alaska [”V”, “Victor”], and Hawaii [”W”, “William”]. 
	


	Rank of Apprentice


	Nautical/Maritime Terms
	Nautical/Maritime Definition
	Maritime Academy Terminology

	1. 
	Apprentic e
	SHIP
	Lke a boat, is a vehicle designed for passage or transportation by water. A ship usually has sufficient size to carry its own boats, such as lifeboats, dinghies, or runabouts. A rule of thumb saying (though it doesn't always apply) goes: "a boat can fit on a ship, but a ship can't fit on a boat". Often local law and regulation will define the exact size (or the number of masts) which a boat requires to become a ship. (Note that one always refers to submarines as "boats".) Compare vessel. During the age of sail, ship signified a ship-rigged vessel, that is, one with three square-rigged masts and a bowsprit. Nautical means related to ships, particularly customs and practices at sea.  A larger vessel usually thought of as being used for ocean and Great Lakes travel. A vessel able to carry a “boat” on board.
	The Maritime Academy Of Toledo School Building

	2. 
	Apprentice
	ABOARD 
	On or within the boat.
	In The School  Building

	3. 
	Apprentice
	ABOVE DECK  
	On the deck (not over it - see ALOFT)
	On Deck/Upper Deck

	4. 
	Apprentice
	ABREAST 
	Side by side; by the side of.
	Side By Side

	5. 
	Apprentice
	AHEAD 
	In a forward direction.
	Forward

	6. 
	Apprentice
	AHOY
	This old traditional greeting for hailing other vessels was originally a Viking battle cry.
	Greeting To Other Students

	7. 
	Apprentice
	BAMBOOZLE 
	From the 17th century, it described the Spanish custom of hoisting false flags to deceive (bamboozle) enemies. In today’s Navy, when you intentionally deceive someone, usually as a joke, you are said to have bamboozled them. The word was used in the days of sail also, but the intent was not hilarity. Bamboozle meant to deceive a passing vessel as to your ship’s origin or nationality by flying an ensign other than your own - a common practice of pirates.
	Deceive



	8. 
	Apprentice
	BELOW 
	Beneath the deck.
	Basement Level Of The School 

	9. 
	Apprentice
	CAST OFF 
	To let go.  Letting go the lines to a mooring, wharf, dock, buoy or another ship in order to move away. Shore-side, the term refers to second-hand clothing.
	Move Away

	10. 
	Apprentice
	CRANKY 
	Possibly from the Dutch krengd, a crank was an unstable sailing vessel. Due to a faulty design, the imbalance of her cargo, or a lack of ballast, a crank would heel too far to the wind. Has come to mean irritable.
	Irritable

	11. 
	Apprentice
	DECK 
	A permanent covering over a compartment, hull or any part thereof.
	Floor 

	12. 
	Apprentice
	EVEN KEEL 
	When the draft of a ship fore and aft are the same.  
	Balanced 

	13. 
	Apprentice
	FORWARD 
	Toward the bow of the boat.
	To The Front

	14. 
	Apprentice
	GALLEY 
	The galley is the kitchen of the ship. The best explanation as to its origin is that it is a corruption of “gallery”. Ancient sailors cooked their meals on a brick or stone gallery laid amidships.
	School Kitchen

	15. 
	Apprentice
	GIVE-WAY 
	A term used to describe yielding actions in meeting, crossing, or overtaking situations.
	Yield


	16. 
	Apprentice
	HATCH 
	An opening in a boat’s deck fitted with a watertight cover.  An opening, generally rectangular, in a ship’s deck providing access into the compartment below.
	Door 

	17. 
	Apprentice
	HEAD 
	A marine toilet. Also the upper corner of a triangular sail.  The ship’s toilet.  Head The use of “head” in this context sounds like an anatomical joke, or the work of someone who, to put it delicately, didn’t know their head from their foot. But after a dip into some maritime history, calling a ship’s bathroom the head makes perfect sense.  That’s head, as in the forward part of the ship, the bow. In the days of sailing vessels, there wasn’t any indoor plumbing on land or at sea. Sailors took care of business while hanging over the edge of the ship by ropes or on a platform - always at the bow.  Why the bow? Because sailing ships had to have the wind coming from behind them to power their sails. Thus, if the sailor chose the stern, or back of the ship, the wind would be coming toward him. And, well ... you wouldn’t spit into the wind, would you?  He Knows the Ropes  In the very early days, this phrase was written on a seaman’s discharge to indicate that he was still a novice. All he knew about being a sailor was just the names and uses of the principal ropes (lines). Today, this same phrase means the opposite — that the person fully knows and understands the operation (usually of the organization).
	Toilet /BAthroom

	18. 
	Apprentice
	HEADING.
	The direction in which a vessel’s bow points at any given time
	Direction 

	19. 
	Apprentice
	SCUTTLEBUTT
	The cask of drinking water on ships was called a scuttlebutt and since Sailors exchanged gossip when they gathered at the scuttlebutt for a drink of water, scuttlebutt became U.S. Navy slang for gossip or rumors. A butt was a wooden cask which held water or other liquids; to scuttle is to drill a hole, as for tapping a cask;  A “butt” is a cask. To “scuttle” means to make holes in the ship to sink it. A “scuttlebutt” is referred to as a cask with a spigot in its side. Stout casks of oak held the freshwater for drinking. “Scuttlebutt” is also referred to as a rumor, because men and women naturally congregate at drinking fountains, and thus it is where rumors start. 
	Rumors

	20. 
	Apprentice
	SEA DADDY OR SEA MOMMY
	Someone who takes a less-experienced crewmember under his or her wing and expert tutelage. Often, and traditionally, when a CPO takes care of and educates a boot ensign.  Nowadays, known as “Mentoring”. 
	Chief Petty Officer

	21. 
	Apprentice
	SHAPE UP
	Perform up to expectations.  Follow the rules
	Listen Up

	22. 
	Apprentice
	SHIVER ME TIMBERS
	Timbers were the largest, and therefore the main support beams for the decks and ribs of a ship.  Only violent movements, such as heavy seas or a collision, could cause them to shake.  This term came to be used for any deed or action that was deeply surprising or threatening to a sailor. 
	Reaction Of Surprise

	23. 
	Apprentice
	SLACK
	Not fastened; loose. Also, to loosen.
	Loosen 

	24. 
	Apprentice
	SLOPS
	The name given to ready-made clothing carried in old warships and issued to seamen on repayment against their pay when drawn.  The name comes from the old English word ‘sloppe’, meaning breeches. ‘Sloppy Clothing’ originally referred only to the baggy trousers worn by seamen, since the ship’s tailor made them all extra-large to ensure they could be worn by anyone. 
	Dress Down Day Clothing 


	25. 
	Apprentice
	TURN A BLIND EYE  
	In 1801, during the Battle of Copenhagen, Admiral Nelson deliberately held his telescope to his blind eye, in order not to see the flag signal from the commander to stop the bombardment. He won. Turning a blind eye means to ignore intentionally.Admiral Lord Nelson of the British Navy lost his left eye during a battle while still a Captain (At Tenerife).  Later on, while a junior admiral or Commodore, he was in a battle (Copenhagen) under the over-all command of Fleet Admiral Earl St. Vincent.  During the fighting, Vice Admiral Parker sent a signal to Nelson to get closer to him.  Nelson, however, had seen a gap in the enemy battle line, and knew he could win the battle if he sailed into it instead, thus splitting the enemy fleet.  Rather than flagrantly disobeying orders, he simply held up a telescope to his blind eye and said, “I don’t see the signal,” and thus went on to win the battle. Since that time, this term is used when a high-ranking official chooses not to see a situation  - If it’s for the greater good, of course.
	Ignore


	Rank of  Seaman


	Nautical/Maritime Terms
	Nautical/Maritime Definition
	Maritime Academy Terminology

	1. 
	Seaman
	GEAR 
	A general term for ropes, blocks, tackle and other equipment.
	School Supplies

	2. 
	Seaman
	GRAB RAILS
	Hand-hold fittings mounted on cabin tops and sides for personal safety when moving around the boat
	Stairway Handrails

	3. 
	Seaman
	GUNWALE 
	The upper edge of a boat’s sides.
	Exterior Walls Of The School

	4. 
	Seaman
	HASHMARKS
	Chevrons or stripes worn on the sleeve to signify years of service.  In the Navy, each stripe signifies four years.
	Rank Insignia and/or Badges

	5. 
	Seaman
	HEADWAY 
	The forward motion of a boat. Opposite of sternway.
	Making Progress 

	6. 
	Seaman
	HELM 
	The wheel or tiller controlling the rudder. HELMSPERSON - The person who steers the boat.  A tiller or a wheel generally installed on the bridge or wheelhouse of a ship to turn the rudder during maneuvering and navigation. It is in fact the steering wheel of the ship.
	Front Desk 

	7. 
	Seaman
	IRISH PENNANT
	1) Any dangling or loose thread on a uniform, or lines left adrift or dangling from the upper works or rigging of the ship.  2)  “Irish pennants” &  “Dutch pennants” are both ‘untidy ropes hanging from aloft’, according to Granville’s Dictionary of Sailor’s Slang. 
	Unkempt Uniform (Loose Threads)

	8. 
	Seaman
	JUNK
	Old rope no longer able to take a load, it was cut into shorter lengths and used to make mops and mats. Land-side, junk is all that stuff in your garage you know you’ll need right after you throw it away. Worn-out rope, or old salted meat that looked and tasted like it.  Junk rigging was sold by the mate to a “junkman.” 
	Good For Nothing Items Ready To Be Junked

	9. 
	Seaman
	LADDERWELL
	Ships Stairways or Ladders
	Ladderwells (School Building Stairwells)

	10. 
	Seaman
	LONG SHOT
	A modern gambling term with an old nautical origin. Because ships’ guns in early days were very inaccurate except at close quarters, it was only an extremely lucky shot that would hit the mark at any great distance, hence the inference of “luck” in the gambling term. 
	Luck


	11. 
	Seaman
	LUCKY BAG 
	The so-called Lucky Bag was really a huge locker in which articles lost aboard ship were deposited. Once a month these articles were produced and handed back to their respective owners. But there was a catch to it... each lucky recipient of a lost article was then given three strokes from the cat-o’-nine tails to teach him not to lose anything again.  In these modern days, it’s a compartment or locker maintained by the Chief Master at Arms where gear adrift is stored. Personnel can retrieve gear adrift items by working off Extra Military Instruction. If after a period of time the items are not claimed, they are sold with the funds going to the Recreation Fund. 2) A compartment or locker where masters-at-arms stow articles of clothing, bedding, and other items left adrift.  Originally, articles were placed in a bag called the “lucky bag” which was in the custody of the master-at-arms.  In a narrative of a cruise in the USS Columbia in 1838, the writer relates that the bag was brought to the mainmast once a month, and the owners of the articles “if their names are on them, get them again, with a few lashes for their carelessness in leaving them about the deck.”  The term “lucky” in this case is a bluejacket’s twisted humor.  One wag suggested another definition is “a sailor’s wife.” 
	Lost And Found 

	12. 
	Seaman
	MAIN DECK 
	The main continuous deck of a ship running from fore to aft; the principle deck; the deck from which the freeboard is determined.
	Main Floor/Lower Deck of Work Stations in the School

	13. 
	Seaman
	MAROONED
	This old punishment for mutineers consisted of placing them on an island with musket, cutlass, and a breaker of water; and leaving them to their fate. It got its name from  certain maroon Indians who had been transplanted in the West Indies as cheap labor and, deserted by their Spanish masters, had been left to starve to death. The famous Captain Drake discovered them in a pitiable condition and gained the Indian’s lasting gratitude by returning them to their far-off home.
	Time Out Or Ordered Onto A Work Detail As Punishment

	14. 
	Seaman
	MIND YOUR P’S & Q’S
	Mind Your P’s & Q’s There are few of us who at one time or another have not been admonished to “mind our P’s and Q’s,” or in other words, to behave our best. Oddly enough, “mind your P’s and Q’s” had nautical beginnings as a method of keeping books on the waterfront. In the days of sail when Sailors were paid a pittance, seamen drank their ale in taverns whose keepers were willing to extend credit until payday. Since many salts were illiterate, keepers kept a tally of pints and quarts consumed by each Sailor on a chalkboard behind the bar. Next to each person’s name, a mark was made under “P” for pint or “Q” for quart whenever a seaman ordered another draught. On payday, each seaman was liable for each mark next to his name, so he was forced to “mind his P’s and Q’s” or he would get into financial trouble. To ensure an accurate count by unscrupulous keepers, Sailors had to keep their wits and remain somewhat sober. Sobriety usually ensured good behavior, hence the meaning of “mind your P’s and Q’s.”
	Behave 

	15. 
	2
	NAVY COLORS
	27 August 1802 the Secretary of the Navy signed an instruction which set a pattern for the dress of the U.S. Navy in Blue and Gold. 
	School Colors


	16. 
	Seaman
	PEA COAT
	1) Sailors who have to endure pea-soup weather often don their pea coats, but the coat’s name isn’t derived from the weather. The heavy topcoat worn in cold, miserable weather by seafaring men was once tailored from pilot cloth — a heavy, course, stout kind of twilled blue cloth with the nap on one side. The cloth was sometimes called P-cloth for the initial letter of “pilot” and the garment made from it was called a p-jacket — later, a pea coat. The term has been used since 1723 to denote coats made from that cloth.  2) The word peacoat (the usual form, though pea coat is also common) refers to a short double-breasted coat made of heavy, coarse wool, that was originally worn by sailors. The word is a classic example of a folk etymology. The original form was pea jacket, referring to the same garment. In both cases, the word pea does not represent our pea ‘round green edible legume’. Rather it is ultimately from a Dutch or Frisian word that referred to a type of coarse cloth. A pea jacket was just a jacket made of pea. In English, pea, found in various spellings, is recorded as far back as the fifteenth century and in compounds in the fourteenth. Its ultimate history is obscure. It is unclear whether pea jacket is an English coinage based on pea and jacket, or if it is a borrowing of a Dutch or Frisian word such as pijekkat in the same sense. But the modern spelling with pea, and the general belief that it has something to do with the legume, is what gives it its folk etymological flavor. Pea jacket is first recorded in the early eighteenth century; peacoat in the late eighteenth. 
	Uniform Outer Clothing

	17. 
	Seaman
	PILOT
	A person who is qualified to assist the master of a ship to navigate when entering or leaving a port. In most ports pilotage is compulsory.
	Administrator-In-Charge when Captain is away

	18. 
	Seaman
	PIPING HOT
	Originally, meals were announced aboard ship by piping (blowing a call on the boatswain’s pipe). If a meal is piping hot, it has just been served and is therefore hot.
	Hot Lunches

	19. 
	Seaman
	PORT HOLE
	1) The word “port hole” originated during the reign of Henry VI of England (1485). King Henry insisted on mounting guns too large for his ship and the traditional methods of securing these weapons on the forecastle and aftcastle could not be used.  A French shipbuilder named James Baker was commissioned to solve the problem. He put small doors in the side of the ship and mounted the cannon inside the ship. These doors protected the cannon from weather and were opened when the cannon were to be used. The French word for “door” is “porte” which was later Anglicized to “port” and later went on to mean any opening in the ship’s side, whether for cannon or not.  2) King Henry VI of England ordered his shipbuilder, James Baker, to install heavy guns on his ships.  Too heavy to be stable on the upper decks, Baker pierced the sides of his ships and used the French idea of mounting watertight doors over them to close the openings when the guns were not in use.  This door was called a port.  Later on, it was discovered that round holes distributed the strains of a ship’s motion evenly around it, rather than making weak points at the joints and corners. 
	Window


	20. 
	Seaman
	QUARTERS
	Accommodation on a ship, i.e. crew quarters;  The sides of a boat aft of amidships.—the two after parts of a ship, behind the mainmast on each side of the center-line were referred to as the “quarters”.  It was where the officers and wealthy passengers had their living spaces.  It also became a rough method of telling direction by dividing a ship in four parts from its center.  Thus, when the wind was blowing “from the port quarter”, it meant the wind was blowing from about 225 degrees relative, or 45 degrees away from 180 degrees relative, which is dead astern.   
	Cadet Homerooms

	21. 
	Seaman
	RAIN LOCKER  
	Shower on a ship.
	Shower

	22. 
	Seaman
	RANK AND FILE
	The generic men and women in ranks. Comes from the terms for a military formation, where a rank is a row (crosswise) and a file is a column (lengthwise) within the formation. 
	Forming Rows And Columns In Formation

	23. 
	Seaman
	ROLL CALL
	From the days of King Edward III of England.  He conquered much of Scotland and forced the Scottish nobles to swear obedience, fealty and allegiance to him, personally.  They signed their names on individual sheets of parchment that were delivered to each one of them, which were then taken back to London.  Once there, they were all sewn together to form a scroll, or ‘roll’ (‘Calling the roll’, or ‘Roll call’ derives from this).  
	Sound Off For Roll  (Daily Attendance) 

	24. 
	Seaman
	S.O.S.
	Contrary to popular notion, the letters S.O.S. do not stand for “Save Our Ship” or “Save Our Souls”. They were selected to indicate a distress because, in Morse code, these letters and their combination create an unmistakable sound pattern. 
	Distress Signal

	25. 
	Seaman
	CHIT 
	One tradition carried on in the Navy is the use of the word “chit.” It is a carry over from the days when Hindu traders used slips of paper called “citthi” for money, so they wouldn’t have to carry heavy bags of gold and silver. British sailors shortened the word to chit and applied it to their mess vouchers. Its most outstanding use in the Navy today is for drawing pay and a form used for requesting leave and liberty, and special requests. But the term is currently applied to almost any piece of paper from a pass to an official letter requesting some privilege.
	Hall Passes And/Or Permission Slips


	Rank of Petty Officer 


	Nautical/Maritime Terms
	Nautical/Maritime Definition
	Maritime Academy Terminology

	1. 
	Petty Officer 
	AYE AYE 
	Aye is old English for “yes.”  A bluejacket says, “Aye aye, sir,” meaning, “I understand and I will obey.”  It is based on the Latin word, ‘Aio’, meaning ‘yes’
	Yes I Understand And I Will Obey

	2. 
	Petty Officer 
	B/P
	Balance of Payment
	Balance Due

	3. 
	Petty Officer 
	BOOT 
	A rookie or newbie, as in ‘Boot Ensign.’ Originated in the habit of referring to a new man as ‘boot camp,’ rather than by name.
	Seaman Recruit 

	4. 
	Petty Officer 
	BRIDGE  
	The location from which a vessel is steered and its speed controlled. Bridge As ships passed to steam and orders could be given by remote methods such as the engine-order telegraph, a small control deck with an enclosed pilot house was constructed above the main deck of the ship in front of the funnel, usually reaching from side to side and thus ‘bridging’ the main deck.  It became the term used to describe the place where the Captain steered the ship from and gave his orders.
	Captain’s Office

	5. 
	Petty Officer 
	BRIGHTWORK 
	Bright it should be and work it is. Varnished woodwork and/or polished metal.  Brightwork originally referred to polished metal objects, and bright woodwork to wood which was kept scraped and scrubbed, especially topside.
	Clean And Polished Classrooms

	6. 
	Petty Officer 
	BROUGHT UP SHORT 
	A sailing ship underway could only be brought to an emergency standstill by dropping the anchors. Not a pleasant experience. Used today to mean a person brought to an unexpected standstill by a sudden change of fortune or circumstance.
	Stopped In His/Her Tracks

	7. 
	Petty Officer 
	CLEAN SLATE  
	Prior to GPS and onboard computers, courses and distances were recorded on a slate. At the end of each watch these were transcribed into the ship’s log and the slate wiped clean for the next watch. Has come to mean starting anew.
	Starting Anew

	8. 
	Petty Officer 
	COLORS 
	True Colors, False Colors, Flying Colors The flag flown by a vessel indicating its nationality was referred to as her colors. Long before radios, you can imagine how important this might have been, especially when engaged in battle. False colors were sometimes flown to avoid capture or to approach without suspicion (see bamboozle above). This was frowned upon in International Law, wherein it is accepted as a ‘ruse of war’ only if the ship is in immediate danger.
	American Flag, School Flag Or Class Flags


	9. 
	Petty Officer 
	CUT AND RUN 
	Most often thought to mean the cutting of an anchor line in an effort to make a quick getaway. Hard to imagine that many ship’s masters enjoyed routinely losing an anchor or two, so it is probably more likely referring to the practice of securing the sails of a square-rigged ship with rope yarns that could easily be cut away when a quick departure was necessary. 1) To leave quickly, from the practice of cutting a ship’s moorings in a hasty departure. 2) A common form of early sea warfare was sneaking into an enemy harbor at night and stealing the anchored ships or boats targeted by cutting their anchor lines and sailing away on the out-going, or ‘running’ tide.  This soon became used to describe any action or plan requiring speed and urgency. It also applied to an emergency action if an anchored ship was caught by surprise by a superior enemy force.
	To Leave Quickly

	10. 
	Petty Officer
	SKYLARKING
	Originally, skylarking described the antics of young Navy men who climbed and slid down the backstays for fun. Since the ancient word “lac” means “to play” and the games started high in the masts, the term was skylacing.” Later, corruption of the word changed it to “skylarking.” Skylarking is a familiar term to most Sailors and a popular pastime for others. Today, it is generally looked upon with disfavor both onboard ship and ashore.  Skylarking 1) Originally, skylarking described the antics of young Navy men who climbed and slid down the backstays for fun. Since the ancient word “lac” means “to play” and the games started high in the masts, the term was skylacing.” Later, corruption of the word changed it to “skylarking.” Skylarking is a familiar term to most Sailors and a popular pastime for others. Today, it is generally looked upon with disfavor both onboard ship and ashore.  2) “Larking” meant to fool around and play.  High-spirited sailors often did this while aloft among the sails and out of the immediate reach of their officers. 
	Fooling Around

	11. 
	Petty Officer
	SLEEPING DICTIONARY
	A member of the local population who teaches a sailor the local language (among other things), usually in exchange for room and board. 
	Peer Mentors

	12. 
	Petty Officer
	SLUSH FUND
	A small (usually illegal) fund raised on ships from the misappropriation and sale of grease, rope, rags, and odds-and-ends to other ships or local citizens ashore.  This was used to pay for small, often shady expenses, like an extra rum ration.  This originally comes from the cook’s habit of skimming the grease off the meat as he boiled it (Cooks often had the nick-name of ‘slushy’ for this reason).  He would sell the grease in small pots to the sailors to spread on their biscuits when the butter had turned rancid or was used up.  Or, he would sell it to the ship’s purser to make into candle wax.  Sea cooks were usually disabled or elderly seamen with wages much lower than a prime sailor’s... 
	Monies Raised By Fundraisers


	13. 
	Petty Officer
	SMOKING LAMP
	The exact date and origin of the smoking lamp has been lost. However, it probably came into use during the 16th Century when seamen began smoking on board vessels. The smoking lamp was a safety measure. It was devised mainly to keep the fire hazard away from highly combustible woodwork and gunpowder. Most navies established regulations restricting smoking to certain areas. Usually, the lamp was located in the forecastle or the area directly surrounding the galley indicting that smoking was permitted in this area. Even after the invention of matches in the 1830s, the lamp was an item of convenience to the smoker. When particularly hazardous operations or work required that smoking be curtailed, the unlighted lamp relayed the message. “The smoking lamp is lighted” or “the smoking lamp is out’ were the expressions indicating that smoking was permitted or forbidden.  The smoking lamp has survived only as a figure of speech. When the officer of the deck says “the smoking lamp is out” before drills, refueling or taking ammunition, that is the Navy’s way of saying “cease smoking.”
	Smoking Is Forbidden Onboard Ship (In The School)

	14. 
	Petty Officer 
	SOUNDING BELLS
	By tradition sixteen bells are struck on midnight of New Years... the oldest person on the vessel strikes the first 8 no matter what his rank (enlisted or admiral or whatever) and the second 8 are struck by the youngest person on the vessel. 
	Morning And Evening Bells

	15. 
	Petty Officer 
	SPIN A YARN
	Early ropes and lines were made from yarn, which was spun by hand and later spliced or woven into larger sizes or used to repair existing ones.  Leisurely, relaxing work, it required only the use of the hands, and sailors could sit around and tell stories or gossip as they did so (“Ropeyarn Sunday” comes from this, also).  Tales, jokes, and anecdotes became known as “yarns” because of their origins from this activity. 
	Telling Tales, Jokes, And Anecdotes

	16. 
	Petty Officer 
	STATEROOM
	Officers’ quarters aboard a warship and/or passenger cabins aboard a passenger liner.  It is derived from the paddlewheel riverboats that steamed up and down the major rivers and waterways of the United States during the 1800’s. The first-class cabins aboard were named after various states in the union (New York, Virginia, Pennsylvania, etc). 
	Board Room

	17. 
	Petty Officer 
	STORE
	A general term for provisions, materials and supplies used aboard ship for the maintenance of the crew, and for the navigation, propulsion and upkeep of the vessel and its equipment. 
	Items In Storage


	18. 
	Petty Officer 
	THE BITTER END
	As any able-bodied seaman can tell you, a turn of a line around a bitt, those wooden or iron posts sticking through a ship’s deck, is called a bitter. Thus the last of the line secured to the bitts is known as the bitter end. Nautical usage has somewhat expanded the original definition in that today the end of any line, secured to bitts or not, is called a bitter end.  The landlubbing phrases “stick to the bitter end” and “faithful to the bitter end” are derivations of the nautical term and refer to anyone who insists on adhering to a course of action without regard to consequences.
	Sticking To A Task Or Assignment, Being Faithful, Persevering To The End  

	19. 
	Petty Officer
	TOE THE LINE
	The space between each pair of deck planks in a wooden ship was filled with a packing material called “oakum” and then sealed with a mixture of pitch and tar. The result, from afar, was a series of parallel lines a half-foot or so apart, running the length of the deck. Once a week, as a rule, usually on Sunday, a warship’s crew was ordered to fall in at quarters—that is, each group of men into which the crew was divided would line up in formation in a given area of the deck. To insure a neat alignment of each row, the Sailors were directed to stand with their toes just touching a particular seam. Another use for these seams was punitive. The youngsters in a ship, be they ship’s boys or student officers, might be required to stand with their toes just touching a designated seam for a length of time as punishment for some minor infraction of discipline, such as talking or fidgeting at the wrong time. A tough captain might require the miscreant to stand there, not talking to anyone, in fair weather or foul, for hours at a time. Hopefully, he would learn it was easier and more pleasant to conduct himself in the required manner rather than suffer the punishment. From these two uses of deck seams comes our cautionary word to obstreperous youngsters to “toe the line.”
	Do The Right Thing  Follow The Rules,  Behave  

	20. 
	Petty Officer 
	WARDROOM 
	The Wardroom originally was known as the Wardrobe Room, a place where officers kept their spare wearing apparel. It was also the space where loot secured from enemy ships, was stored. In an effort to have some privacy on a crowded ship, officers would sometimes take their meals in the Wardrobe Room. Today, the wardroom aboard ship is where officers take their meals, relax, and socialize.
	Staff And Faculty Lounge

	21. 
	Petty Officer 
	WAY
	Movement of a vessel through the water such as headway, sternway or leeway.
	Course Of Action To Achieve School Goals For All Students

	22. 
	Petty Officer 
	WEATHER DECK
	Literally, any deck of a ship which is exposed to the weather, i.e. outside the skin of the ship. 
	Outdoors- Recess Area


	23. 
	Petty Officer 
	WINDFALL
	In the days of King George III, a common decree was that any tree greater than 24” in diameter ‘belonged to the king’.  In other words, reserved exclusively for building materials for ships of the Royal Navy.  It was forbidden to cut them down by commoners.  However, if a big tree was felled by natural causes, such as a windstorm, then it was free and available for use by anyone.  Thus a ‘windfall’ became applied to any unexpected stroke of fortune. 
	Unexpected Good Fortune

	24. 
	Petty Officer 
	WORTH HIS SALT
	In the days of the Roman Empire, soldiers were paid with bags of salt, or their ‘salarium’(The term, ‘salary’ is derived from this) which they in turn would exchange with locals for goods and services.  Thus any man who did his job well was worth what was paid to him.
	A Job Well Done

	25. 
	Petty Officer 
	HAZE  
	Long before fraternal organizations, hazing was the practice of keeping the crew working all hours of the day or night, whether necessary or not, in order to deprive them of sleep and to make them generally miserable. In the 19th century, many captains used this practice to assert their authority. Hazing has come to mean the initiation of a newcomer to a group by humiliating and harassing him or her, thereby asserting the authority of the group.
	Newcomer Initiation


